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INTRODUCTION: 


A ( DEL aww 0p great an Im: 
« A (: 3) poſtor TI this F 
IS / World wito ys? 
& * In the Diverſity 
LS Y of Reports and | 
SSSDRSS Opinions; In the WM 

-, Eager purſuteof ? 

| Wor| dly Greatneſs, In the Hungry E | 
Thirſt of” Carnal pleaſures, In the 
ks, A 2 Heat# 
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Heats of Paſſion, In1he Cryes of the 
Poor, Inthe Oppreſſion of the Rich, 
In the Throng of Buſineſs; Tn the 
Remiſſion of Idleneſs, In the Divers- 
tion of Friends, In the Spite of Ene- 
mies, Inthe Hopes and Fears, Joys, 
and Sorrows of this evil world, how 
few frnd Reſt and Content? How 
many.” toſe God and themſelyes ? 
When I confider the uſefulneſs and 
| excellency of Divine, Contentment, 
bow neceſſary and pro table, pleaſ7 an 
" and comfortable, beautiful and ami 
. able; How it makes: us Rich: and 
_ y in deſpite of the world, fits us 
o and receivegood, and ſ uſfer es 
wa; bow. it frees us from Sin and in- 
unmereble Temptations to it ; ' bow 
Creditableto Rejigion; bow pleaſing, 


like, 


The Introduction. 
J;ke, and near, it is unto God.. As 
eſo, the great trouble and buvden, 
vanity and unreaſonableneſs , hurt 
ind unprofitableneſs;. Pride, Vn 
thankfulneſs; Rebellion andUnhbelief: 
the ſenfulneſs, miſchief, and ſud ef: 
eds of Murmuring Impatience and 
Diſcontent ; how much 'below' the 
Spirit, Profeſſion, and Duty, Relatis 
ons, Dignity, and ExpeGations of 
Chriſtians 3; what God hath: bad, 
and expects from Them; how dif- 
honourable, diſpleaſing , and 'proa 
voking it is to Him; ' how it it#posy 
veriſhes and beggars ws; retders 
us incapable of enjoying any merey'3 
excludes us from "all true Foy; Coms 
fort, Reft, or Safety; expoſes uF'te 
all imaginable miſchiefs and miſee 


ries: 
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:.'] am aſhamed of my Folley, 4 


; Confounded at, I crave Pardon Tz 
formy Guilt ; 1 am Concern'd, I'ReF© 
-ſoly d to be otherwiſe. Such like” 
Confiderations orcaſtoned the Col: 
Tedon of thole enſuing;: And were * 
' they familiariz'd, and made part of 
-dur;{elves; entertain d with a firm 

.anſhaken Belief of their Truth and 
"uſe.z."we ſhould not be at a loſs where 
_ to. Run for Relief :n our Diſtreſs ; 
_ » bt be able (by Altering and Temper: 
 eng:the Diſpoſitions and Inclinations 
of our minds andwills) to behappy 
 inthoſe Ciroumftances which render 
others. miſerable; to fruſtrate and 
elude theeffetts of the moſt common 
Fen es of _ and Own. making 
EN | them 
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hem be je Conſt; of vathre and de « 
Jight : ; thoſe Occurrences and Acci- 
Jents occaſions of the greateſt Joy, 
which imbitter the pleaſures of other-- 


en. 
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. line 10. read the, p. 34. 1. 17. r. Chearful. 
| Þ. 36. |. 5. r. quit. p. 39. 1.4 r. direFed. 
40. | 24. r. Exadis. p. 42. 1.13. r. effe&#s. 
 Þ. 43. [+ I5, r. ſecurity. p. 52+ 1.5. r. Evſoria. Ps. 53; 

1. 18, Tr. comforts to the doleful moans deſerving. p. 55.114, 
T,o”. Þ 56. |. 1. r. ſhall. p. 57. I. 21. r. 1, p. 64. 
| 1. 20, I. Mat. 6. 25, fyc. P. 79s I. 4. r. in your paſſage 
toit, Þ. 87. |. 7. I. are. P. 89. 1.3. r. Araraxie. p. 92, 
1.8. r. he- p 102, 1.'22, r. thy, p. 163, I. 17. r. thy, 
Pa 11092 þ 30, I. Rt. 
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' Chriſtian Conrage, 
| And Encouragement in 
EVIL TIMES. 


BEACLEAEHIS World is a tate of 
AM FSN probation; we live iz 
;t on no other Terms 
than to be liable to 
all the Hazards and 
| Adventures, Trou- 
bles, Changes and Viciflitudes that 
tend Mortality. Vanity and Vexa- 
2/0n are the Efſence of all Earthly 
hings, encorporated into the maſs 
ff this viſible Creation, Part of 
hriff's dying Legacy,and His Spouſe 
joynture, is, In this world you ſhall 
have Tribulation 5 Her ordinary or 
an 
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tion Pekin ath by a 
E'.. the Captain of whoſe Salva- 
tion was made perfet# through Suf- 
ferrings : To be offended at them, is 
to be offended that we are Mex, Ot 
Chriſtians. Heavens higheſt favo- 
rites have »o Writ of Priwiledz, but 
the unſpeakable Advantage of ma- 
king them eaſie and vſeful, by con- 
ſiderate, ſubmiſſive, . contented 

-minds. Patience leflens pain and 
ſufferring; Trouble Aggravates, 
makes every ad Accidenta double 

n Evill; Contentment makes it none at 

all. If we will, it cannot harme us ; 

p | If we give way toit, we wound our 
il ſelves, and joyne with it to make 

: us miſerable, anda ſingle miſchief, 
2 great many : But if we quietly fir 
fill, and in patience pofleſs our ſouls, 

we are what we were before the 

Evill came, only our Souls have the 
addition of the greateſt joy and plea- 
ſure, by the 7Yi&ory we have obtain- 
ed over i and ovr Selves, The 

oreatelt 
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greateſt of our misfortunes is our im- 
patience. Contentment 1s better - 
then the Thing we deſire: Tis bet- 
ter to be Content through Grace, 
then through the Enjoying any out- 
ward comfort ; That can content me 
but in one particular, :but 2his grace 
inall ; That. makes my Soul better, 
the thing I would have cannot; In ha- 
1 ving my deſire fatisfied, Iam content 
1 through ſelf-love ; but by this grace 

I come to be content our of ſubmiſ- 

fion. and love to God; a ſhelter and 

Sanctuary within us againſt all In- 
juries Abroad , who fills the Faith- 
fall Soul with his peace and pre- 
ſence, In him we find Refuge in 
f,Mour dangers,confidence in ourFears, 
fir comfort in our Sorrows, counſel! in 
our Perplexities, light. in Darkneſs, 
and Life .in- Death. Could we but 

as well Rejoyce in our-Preſent Hap- 
ea-Mipineſs, as he hath made proviſion for 
in-WZt, we could no more miſs of 17, 
*hethen'of That which is without end. 
tell} For, conſider Ba Hi. 
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His Fa ithfulneſs, and Omnipreſence. 


TT E doth not ſet us to plow the 

Rock, to feed'in a dry-and 
Barren wilderneſs. He hath-pro- 
vided:both for our Safety and Tran- 
quility., The Covenant as well-as the 
Land of promiſe Flowes with Milk 
41nd. Honey ; Hath in it Enough to 
make our converſation without co- 
vetouſneſs,. and to be content with 
ſuch things as we have ; for, He hath 
laid, 1 mill never(in nocaſe, at no 
Time, upon no occaſion, for no 
cauſe, in no condition, reſpect, 
or Relation, | by no. means) Leave 


(a) Heb. thee, nor forſake thee (a). He may 
33.5, chang his Diſpen(ations, but not his 


Aﬀect ions, Relations, Engagements 3 
Chaſtiſe, but not diſowne; not diſtn- 
herit ; caſt down, but not Caſt off; 
withdraw. for a Time,;ut not de- 


ndneſs will he not utterly: take 
iii from 


F 
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par for good -an all 5 His-loving 


| COLL 4 

from us, nor Suffer his Faichfulneſs 
ro faile,, (b)He Loves ws too deky, 
tndebd; 1ath.paid too dear for us, to 
Leave us in our d&filements, without 
grace; inour diſquietments and de- 
jecions, without comfort z in out 
dangers and difficulties, without 


protection ;. in our graves without 
preſervation. - He will not leave. 


us, in Life; not leave us, in Death ; 
not leave us after Death. .not leave 
us, when our breath hath left us; 
He will be a Faſter Friend then our 
very Souls are tous. He 1s with is 
and ours, when friends (or we)-are 


bout us ; who 1s moſt neerly related 
to us, who moſt dearly loves us,who 
will never be wanting to us in any 
3 Wl ching thar's fitt for us. In his Com- 
pany there can be- no danger: If 


'3 God be for ns, who, what can be 4*- 


gainſt us? none hut ſuch, as muſt 
| be againſt himſelf, ncthing but 
weakneſs, nothing to Hurt us. 
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Abſent, Enemies, Evills round a- 
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Eſftrangtwent from God,and diſtruſt 
in_ Him,. are:the cauſes\of all dif- 
quietneſs in our ſelves, When we. 
Run away from him, we Fly from 
our ſhield, our ſhaddow, our Rock, 
our Refpge, and loſe our confidence 
of his prote&tion. True Peace 
dwells not where $:z is not pardon'd 
and ſubdu'd, anuninterrupted courſe 
of piety maintain'd. - He who lives 
careleſly, cannot be peaceable, 
There's no protedtion againſt Fear, 
but izocency. A good man is Satis- 


| fiedfrom himſelf: neither ſhall they 


ſay, loe Here, or . loe There (is 
Happineſs) for the Kingdom of God 
is within you. -Labour after Truth, 
and Peace will follow. A good con- 
ſcience is our Suffering, fick-bed, 
death-bed cordiall ; Spreads a ſofter 
pillow then others. can lay their 
Heads on $; cauſes the patient to 
Smile, while the .Spe&Fators weep ; 
is a continual Feaſt when we have 
nothing glſe; Inables us to eat 

| Hears 
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Hearbs, and drink water, and give 
''God Thanks. 

* Unbelief creates all our Fears 3 
makes us weary of the day, and 
watch inthe night, our ſleep ſhort, 
and the night longz our Dreams 
troubleſom, our watchings painful ; 
A pate Face, a thoughtfull dil- 
ponding perplexed Heart , ſhuts 
up Heaven it {elf againſt us, makes 
the. God of Truth a Lyar. Faith 
opens Heaven, glorifies God, forti- 
fies, confitmes the Heart, and Eſta- 
bliſhes us ; fills us with courage and 
Acquieſſence in him; holds our 
hearts in a Holy Tranquillity amidft 
all the unequall motions of this life , 
will make us ſtand upright even a- 
mong the Ruins ofthe great fall of 
the old Building of nature, when 
Heaven and Earth ſhall Tremble 
and ſhrink, haſting to a diſſolution. 
; | He is ſureto be Fed, who is able to 
Believe : Find out the word,and God 
©} will find out the Deed. Tell him whit 
SR: 


(c) Joſh. 
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He hath Said, and He will make 4: 


ſ 
good : He never yet was worſe then || ; 
his word, or compounded for leſs I x 
then due, with any whom. his pro- £1 
miſe made his creditor. | Foſhua 
throwes down the gantlet, and chal- Wc 
lenges all Iſrael ro thew but the one I] 
thing God had fail'd them in, of all Wt 
the good things he had Spoke con- ſs 
cerning them(c):fazthis the ſubſtance I; 
of things not ſeen, doubts not of WW; 
Food though we ſee no, corne ; dil- Wy 
pairs not of Cloaths, though we 
have not Flax; wants not a $4cri- 

ce, though we have no Heard (ad). 
Faith loves no diſputes ; Hates all 
doubtfull Reaſonings3 Banithes all 
carnall objections; ſets not prov- 
dences againſt promiſes ;, Triumphs 
over all Seeming Contradidions 5 
looks upon the greateſt Impedi- 
ments, as difficulties which cannot 
Check , but only Magnifie Almighti- 
peſs. There is no queſtion left,where 
Godspromiſe is engaged 3 There is 
no 


_* toContet ATLET A OF IJ 
no Objett ions againſt Faith, nothing © 
Impoſſible to him that can Believe; 
no deſert without proviſion 3 no 
Dungeon without light 5 no Fiery 
Tryall without comfort no valley 
of Teares, without a Dore of Hope. 
Never Fear (faith Faith) to urge 
the promiſes, to put the Bond 1n 
Sue. Thou haſt Law on thy ſide; - 8 
 5//ſs and Bonds muſt be payed 3 © 
A good man will be as good as his 
word; much more a good God; He 
that was {o. Free as to make it, 
will be ſo Faithfull, as to make 
it g00d, 
Why then -do we ſtumble at 
every ſtraw ? why are we of doubt- 
full minds ? and why do Thoughts 
ariſe in our Hearts 2. we will Then 
de diſtruſtfull, when we have a 
Want He cannot Supply; a Dan- 
cer He cannot prevent or Remove - 
a Diſeaſe He cannot Heal, or mi- 
tigates an Enemy He cannot over- 
come or Reconcilez; A Red Fa 
1e 
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"F '  hecannot Dry up, or Divide, a 
| 2# wall he cannot Throw down , or 
FF -- Help us over, who ſway's the 
Scepter of the univerſe, and lets 
looſe, or binds up the creature's 
Influences at his pleaſure: keeps 
= the Zyons from Eating ove Prophet 
| | (ce), and the Fiſh from digeſting a- 
 C#))o® nother (1): The #zre from Touch- 
dane? ing three Captives in a Burning Fur- 

C:) Dan, Pace (g) ; Supplies the ſr aelites 40 

| | 3.27. years where they neither Sow,nor 
Y (6) Du Reap, Toyl, Beg, nor Steal (h); 
i 29.55- Alters the courſe of nature, and 
| Neh,g. the Hearts of men; Removes all 
" 20, TImpediments for their Succour, de- 
fence, Advantage: Clozths the 

naked Trees. Recovers the vir- 

dure of the forlorne Earth. Ex- 


- Aalts the ſetting Sun in its Beauty 


and Brightneſs. Spreads every 


| day a Table where all may Reach 


convenient food: fills Empty Naom! 
| with a famous off-ſpring (i) : gives 
(79.4. A*aziah much more then he had 
7 Amaziah much more then he ha 
parted 
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{parted with to the Army of 1ſrael 
k):and Fob double for what he (42 Che 
took from him (1) : Reſtores to his 37 
venitents what the Locuſls and (2 Job 
Caterpillers had Eaten (m): Ac- ena 
ompliſhes his promiſe of Incre- mg 16 bs 
dible plenty in Samarza, and not 
Raine it from Heaven neither (n) : (12 K-7 
Recompences to hjs people the 
omfort of Health and liberty which 
Sickneſs had Impaired; of Re- 
lations and Friends, which the 
prave had devoured; of Houſes 
and Eſtates, which the Fire had 
conſumed. Builds his Temple a- 
painſt all plots,and ſcandals, weapons 
and cppolitions, Diſcomfits the Phi- 
iſtim's by Fonathan and his Armonr- a * 
hearer(o): delivers Aſa with a Hand- (ol m— 
y Tull; in compariſon of a thouſand 
y houſand (p): Hezekiah from Sena- (?)z chr, 
+ (herb (q):Fehoſophat from rhe chil- * 
4; oErn of Ammon, Moab,and Mountſeer C42 TR 
-« (1): There's none ſaved by the multi- 
id $yde of an Hoſt.Sybdyes the mighties (1)2<hrs 
Prince, 


QI W3I HW. 


C8) Jud. 


7.20. &C. 


| he but Hiſs, his Enemys come with 


(t1)Ef.s. 
| SN 


Cv IPL. 
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Prince,by an Army muſtered of: his 
meanelſt. . Creatures, Routs an 
Innumerable Hoſt with 'a fey 
Trumpets, Lamps, and pitcher's, 
likelier to fright children then armed 
men. (s) : dilcountenances any deſien 
if Ins Eye be but againſt Zr. | 


Speed, and. Reveng his -quarrel| 
againſt themſelves (t) : let Him bu 
ariſe, his Enemyes are Scattered 
(u) : with the Turning of his; Hand 
He Turns them into Hell. .: Not 
a Creature in Heaven, Earth or 
Hell, but have an Far to Heat 
Him, and ſtand Ready preſt at Hi 
commiſſtion, to perform his plea- 
ſure (when he lifts up his Enſigne) 
againſt his Enemyes for His Friends, 
What can ſtand before a Creating: 
power ? He can do what he will, 0; 
and will do for his what is Beſt, 
according to the dictates of Infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs. 
Hencetorth I will. Imploy that 
| T ime 
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Time I uſed to ſpend in ver: 
ins Thoughts about the things 
that diſturbed me, in acts of love, 
and praiſe, ſubmiſhon and reſig- 
nation.faith, and confidence in God, 
I cannot- want or abound but from 
Thee, who giveſt before thou 
takeſt, - and takeſt bur what thou 
oaveſt, ' Give me what Thou wilt, 
ſo thou give me contentment with 
it, Frame my Hears to my Eſtate, 
ſo I ſhall-have an Eſate to my 
Heart; -and- not want when I have 
leaſt,” becauſe as free from deſire, 
as © Superfluity, © Religion teaches 
a -mian to be without that which 0- 
hers know not how to wart; and 
in Ability to be Content with a 
ittle, is to be more truly Rich, 
hen the havine much without be- 
*Wrnz Satisfied. I ſhould be much 
Atham'd any ſhould be found more 

ontent, among all thoſe that haye 
Leſs. | Had I ftore, TI would not 
Impoveriſh my ſelfe by Covetouſ- 
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neſs; now poor, I will not make 
a little leſs by murmurring, but 
Jnrich my ſelfe by contentz fo I 
have enough, with leſs trouble 
and danger, duty, and reckoning z 
I ſhall never'pay for what I have , 
I hold all 4» capite ; I have All with 
the loyeand fayour of a Reconciled 
God, with a bleſſing, with the 
pardon of my Sins, with a thankfiY 
 Heart,as a pledg of eternall-mercies, 
While _— grumble in look- 
ing on great mens Eſt at es, i'le trem- 
ble to think on their Accounts ; and 
ſtudy more how to give a good ox 
of my Little, then how to make 
it more: Gods Bounty ſets all 
his Gifts on the File; the wort 
Servant confeſſed, though he 7m 
ploy'd not his Talent, Have I not 
more then I can give account © of 
my ſpending Well? are not my 
Receits great enough already, 
bur muſt I complain that I have not 
more to Anſwer for 7 
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can Add to, or de- 


e Ge 
tf erat from an Infinite good and 
1 | Sweetneſs. Is not he better to us 


then Houſes, or Lands, Friends, 
3 Riches, or Honours. - He hath af 
, hings that hath him that hath 
th]}ſ a things, When Chrift is given (ﬆ@ 
ed right ro) Als given. No matter 
he for many things, fo 1 have the one 
Mi B:Hing needfull; towhom thou giveſt 
2s, MHonovr, io I have a portion of thy 
k-MGrace; In what Place I am, fo 
m-Mdiſcharg the' duty of zt, ho can com- 
ndlplain of Negle#, whom the Xinz 
"mn imfelf Tmbraces and delights to 
keſlHonowr? of Sickneſs; whoſe Sins 
allſfere forgiven him? of want, who 
orſtMhach an Intereſt in the promiſes ? of 
WP overty, who hath an Inheritance 
n Heaven ? of diſhonoar, who is 
he Son of God, who wants neither 
myWiſdom to direc, nor Intereſt to 
dy, Þblidge him to do what is beft for 
not ſim: 2 generall Invitations, and com- 
mon mercysare for us as men, but 
EIT where 
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where thou giveſt Srace, thou com- 
eſt cloſe unto our Souls, and win- 
neſt us with dear- and particular In- 
timations. If wee are Chriſtians, 
we are Richer then the World can 
make us, which the Worf- may 
have, and the Beſ# want, Thos. 
ſaffereſt Infidelity to raign, to 
Inſtrut thy Diſciples; and Aban- 
doneſt the faireſt part of the world 
to them that perſecute thee. There 
can be no Poverty, where we have 
thee for our Inheritance : He whom 
thou Suffices not, deſerves to be 
perpetually poor. Give me but to 
Serve, and Relye, upon Thee, and I 
ak no more. 
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Enconragement from the- Righteonſ- 
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%. 


\ Onſider his:abſolute, and un- 
 erring Righteouſneſs, where- 

o by be is InfinicelyF»/t in himſelf,and 

\. by the higheſt , moſt perfe& Rule of 

4 Eq#ity (bis will) governs his crea- 

-e tures : He doth them no wrong. He 

ze (can donowrong, Then, wherefore 
doth a Living wan complain, a man 

or the Puniſhment of his ſins (w). (w)Lam. 
We are [en] a mercy fo out- ©” 
weighing any Temporall Sufferrizg, 
as may well: Tranſport us with joy 
and Admiration: Lord ! what is 
man thatthou ſhouldſt Maznifie 
Him ? In Creation, Redemption, 
Regeneration, Glorification £ The 
nobility of our nature, ſhould Ad- 
vance us, ſhame us to a more chear- 
full exalted Temper. And the 
the Son of man that thou wiſiteſt 
Ette % 0 him? 
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6 him 2 tutors, takes \uchnotice,ſuch 
E- particular cate of Him, as to Re- 
7 claime, or Stop him in his wan- 
drings; and correc#, as well as 
Feed Him? A ſign he hath not 
forgot us, The Rod of Diſcipline 
in His Hand, becomes a S cepter 
of Honour in ows, We ought ra- 
ther Humbly to thank, then fret- 
_ fully murmur againſt Him ; Being 
ſo. far from deſerving any favours, 
that we are not worthy a blow, an 
; 19noble conteſt, 

We are | But men} in a ſtate 
of Dependance, Subordination, and 
Sufferring, And who art thou O 
man, that Replyeſt againſt God ? 
Infinitely aboye #s, unaccountable 
ro #s, Supreame Lord over as! 


| It belongs not to s in our militant 
| ſtate to Chuſe our part, but to Ad 


it well, Every. one cannot be ! 
commander, and Common Soul 
&iers are not to Counſel, or diſpute, 

EE ie _ * but 


* 


but to obſerve, and obey their Ge- 
eral; whether it be to fight in 
the Field, to dig in the Trench, or 
to ſtand upon the watch, Tis as 
XI unreaſonable to - Refuſe Submiſſion 
© to him in what he Commands, as 
er in what: he 1nfliids, We muſt ex- 
a-W pect Briers and Thorns, who have 
-W chang'd our condition, volunta- 
nel rily tranſlated our ſelves into ano- 
Sl ther Soyle, And have no Reaſon 
an =, orieved at the native 1ncum- 

berances and Inconveniences of zf, 
acl or to expect Exemption from therh ; 
to meet with nothing but the plea- 
ſures of a Garden, who have turned 
Our ſelves out of zr, into a Wit- 
derneſs, Men -repine at what is 
Extraordinary, and wnuſuall, not 
general, and common to all. 7 
vaine we murmur at what is Na- 


oull medy, and * Aﬀict our ſelves with 


we a Fatall neceſſity which involves 
Wo)! 


C 2 Monarchs 
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tural, or at what we Cannot Re- 
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Monarchs and peaſents, We muſt 
Build a world apart, and not be 
content with the Elements. that 
ſery'd!our Anceſtors turne ; or bear 
the miſerys of Humane nature (ſince 
we participate of it) and be one 
of thoſe Several companys of mour- 
ners that make up mankind, whoſe 
ſhewers of Teares almoſt every 
where water (not to fay overflow) 
this vale of Tears. When 1 have 
leaſt, and Suffer moſt, 7 will Try 
how I arm able to live with” leſs, 
and Suffer more; and Evidence 
by my chearfullneſs 7» That ſome 
call want and miſery, that Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts not 1n Superfluity, 
or eale; praiſing Godfor deeming me 
worthy to ſerve as a 'Tryall of Hu- 
mane nature; to ſee to how high 
_ apitch Patzexce can mount, Good 
' men little confider Their Spetta- 
zors, that ſtrongly encounter al! 
Trqoudles., If the ſearcher of Hearts 
; found 
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It found us not fitt, he would never 
bell Honour us with fo hard imploy- 
ul ment. pn, 

AL We are [ Living menz] ſo may 
ſee better days, or improve Theſe 


to our great advantage, who might. 
be put beyond all poſſibility of Re- 
treiving our Errors, or Eſcaping 
Eternall miſerys; on This fide 
which, the greateſt Evills are below 
the leaſt favours above our Deſerts, 
If our griefs be ſhort, they deſerve 
no great complaint ; if long, their 
laſtingneſs faſhions us to patience, 
Life 1s dearer then any other Tem- 
porall mercy: And, the wages of 
Sin, 1s death. 

We are [' Sinners; ] ſo all the 
plagues we are Capable of in this 
and the other world, are but our : 
Due: 1f he Abate any thing of 
this, | he puniſhes us leſs then our 
Iniquities deſerve 5 and we have 
more Reaſon to praiſe him tor his 

WY mercy 
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mercy, then to complaine of, and 

Repine at Ft and Equall dealings, 

A_| man] tor the puniſhment of his 

Sin! if Hebe but a ax, have but 

Rationall principles, He muſt needs 

Acknowledg the Equity of Suf- 

ferring for Sin, and of being patient 

_ under /f, whereby he endeavours 
to Heal and Reclaime us, if he 

be patient towards us in our Sin- 

ning againſt him, whereby we op- 

pole and provoke him. The ak i 

ty Monarch, when Return'd to 

his witts, Harp'd upon the right 

ſtring, Thoſe that walk in pride he 

Cx)Da.3, i Able to Abaſe (x): The Heathen 
37. prince Looking upon his hands 
and feet, lay'd his finger on the 

right ſore, when he ſayd, As 1have 

Cy) Jed. done, God hath Requited me (y): 


117 The Thief had fo much wh, pe 


as to confeſs Acquieſſence under the 
due Reward of Their Deeds Reaſon- 


(0. uk. able (z) : Joſephs Brethren hit the 


nail 


- ; | Ln a att 
to Contentment. . 3 

nail on the Head, in ſaying one to "A 

anorher, We are veryly guilty con- 

cerning our Brother, in that when we 

ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, when 

he beſought us, and we would not 

hear : now is this diſtreſs come np- 

0 us. (a): Am not 7 verily guilty (OY 

concerning my Eſtate, my health, 

my Reputation, &c 2 conſcience an- 

{wers, ſpake 7not unto thee, ſay- 

ing, Do not Sin againſt the light, 

and thou wouldeſt not heare; 

therefore behold thar alſo is requi- 

red, 

Whatſoever be the 7»ſtruments, 

the Lord is Righteous: The ftroke is 

acer ty Hh: the ſtickbe crooked; 

the Equity of his dealings is always 

viſible, though the Reaſon 1s not z 

his Righteouſneſs is like the great 

mountains, when his 7udgments are 

a great deep (b). Though Six be (6) Pal 

not always the particular Reaſon ** ** 

why he Afﬀicts us, yet there's tuf- 

ET, C4 ficient 
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24 An Infallible way 


ficient cauſe for it on Account offi 
Sin, He never ftrickes, but heſſſ 
ſtrickes a ſnner, that deſerves grea- | 
cer then he ſuffers. Without him 7 
am nothing, 7 have nothing, 7 can : 
do nothing, 7 deſerve nothing, 7: 
am worſe then nothing; there would 
be no loſs of me if 7 came to no- 
thing. 7 p yas date my Afiidtions 
from the firſt day of my pollntioz, or 
of my Enjoyment of his Bleſſings, 
There are that have never a good 
day in all their lives; not aday of 
health, gladneſs, honour ; among 
all their days of ſickneſs, ſadneſs, 
and Reproach, My Sufferrings are 
not ſo many as my fins, as my 
mercy's, as God may Exerciſe me 
with, as have befallen others, as 
. my Saviour's, as the Joys of Hea- 
TE 
Inſtead of complaining of ſo many 
Evils, 1 may well be thankfull -7 
Receive no more, who have de- 
| ſerv'd * 
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{8 ſerv d ſomuch; and account every 
ei thing a favour on this fide Hel; 
- E Bleſſed be God, he hath left me 
any thing, when all was at his 
ſervice. . He ſets down fifty for 
2. Hundred : his {evereſt diſpen- 
ſations are mercyfull Abatements 
of Sin's juſt demerit. When m 
caſe is moſt (ad, it mightbe much 
worſe; He breakes the ſtaff of 
my outward comforts, he might take 
away my ward coraialls: He 
Afﬀicts the Body, he might wound 
my conſcience, This croſs might 
have been a curſe, He Ruins my 
Eſtate, he might Remove him- 
ſelf, lops off the Branches, he 
\ Wmight caſt Root and Branch, Zody 
; {nd Sou! into the Fire. We are 
Troubled on every fide, yet not 
liſtreſled : perplexed, but not in 
liſpaire : perſecuted, but not for- 
laken: Caſt down, but not de- 
Broy'd: pained, but not damned - 
, holden 
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holden in the cords of AMidtion, 
but not under chaines of darkneſs, 
Were it Death, he is not yet come 
to the End of his Rod: The worſt 
we' can feel here, is not the Thou- 
ſand part of what we have deſerv'd 
— He viſits our Tranl- 
oreſſions with Rods, and our Ini- 
quities with ſtripes, when he might 
chaſtiſe us with Scorpions, and take 
his loving kindneſs utterly from us. 
Whats a paroxiſime of the gour, or 
-ſtone, to rouling on the ſcald- 
ing Billowes of his Eternal ven- 
geance? a feaver, a lick Bed, to a- 
Bed of Flames, where the fitt never 
| goes off, the worm never dyes, 
the fire is not quenched ? Tf he 
will not alwayes chide, neither keep 
his Anger for ever, he deales not 
with us after our Sins, nor Rewards 
us according to our Iniquities. 
Let it for ever check all quarrellous 
paſſionate reaſonings againſt him, 
who 
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who inflits but temporal puniſh- 

ments, that might make us Eter- 
nally mi{erable 5 corrects us with the 
Rod of afflition, who might as 
juſtly Break -us witha Rod of Iron, 
and dath us in pieces like a potters 
veſlell, 


NEncour agement from the Soveraignty 
| of God. 


Onſider his Independent, Abſo- 
| > lute, unlimited Soveraipnty s 
. BDiſcontent under Sufferring, is a 
- ſtriving and contending with God , 
r Noppoſeing, and controling his deal- 
, ſlings as unequall and unadviſed ; 
e flcharging him with Tira»zy, as if 
p be went our of the way of juſtice 
t when he treads over our line, and 
s itranſgrefſes the Bounds we have 
;, (ſer him. It argues, we would: (if 
s | we could) reveng our ſelves upon 
» | Him, becauſe we give way to. that 
0 paſſion 


n Infallible way 
paſſion that prompts to veveng, 
But, may we that mnade not, govern 
and diſpoſe of our ſelves 2+ or chule 
our ſtation, more then we did, what 
creatures we would be 2 Ts it not fitt 
we ſhould be at his finding and or- 
dering, whoſe workmanſhip we are? 
and as Intirely render up our ſelves 
unto his will, as we proceeded from 
# 2 Is not his Intereſt and dominion 
infinitely more abſolute then ours 
over our ſelves, and ours? may he 
not doe what he will with his own * 
fUlngrateful wretches we -are, to 
be more fenſible of the Joſs, then 
Enjoyment of what he freely lent 
us for ſo long as he ſhould think fitt: 
To complain of that as our 7njure, 
which is but Reſtitution of what he 
made us not ſo much as a leaſe for 
any ſet Terme, without a clauſe 
' Revocation at pleaſure. The gre 
teſt Monarchs held their crown. and 
Kingdome' of him 1zcapite, and my 
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| beturn'd our at pleaſure,ar leſs then 
| an hours warning, Do we look upon 
|| the owner and keeper,as it he came 
| to rob us when he calls it in, and not 
|| rather diſmiſs it with Thankfullneſs 
.|| for lending it us ſo long 2 whoſe will 
| ſhould take place ? whoſe pleaſure 
| ſhould be procur'd 2 Henceforcth(my 
nl Soul) deny thy ſelf, or deny thy (elf 
"lf fo be a creature, Be wholly at 1s diſ- 
= poſe, or call him'not thy Soveraign. 
of He will do what he. ought 3 He can 
?| dothee no wrong. It he feng, fay 
of not; whatdoye? lofing my life, or 
nfl iivelyhood, Tis even as the Lord 
1} Þath commanded, and ſtraight way 
let it go, Let there be no ſtrife 
| between thee and him; between 
of £fy will and his, for he is thy. Sove- 
vl 74i2n, Is not the whole Land be- 
fore thee £ haſt not thou enough, 
too much Roome already in other's 
Breaſts 2 Separate thy ſelf I pray 
thee from me, and I ſhall behold 
all the plaines ofmy loweſt eſtate, 
even as the garden of God, We 
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We-can never have any Settled 
peace, till we commit” our ſelves 
quietly to him, Safety is furtheſt 
off from thoſe, who o little eſteem 
his will, that they prefer their own 
before ##, Let him ſee we can 
as compoledly reſt our- ſelves upon 
him, as if it were in our own hands 
to do what we liſt, which is the 
only way to pleaſe him, and we can 
never be pleaſed, unleſs we think 
that he is ſotoo, It is our own will 
and deſire it ſhould'be with us as it 
is; or we fearfully diſſemble with 
God, when we ſay, Thy*will be 
Done, and are we diſcontented 
that we have owr will? that our 
prayers are Anſwered? can there 
be any thing in the will of God, 
his ſervants ſhould inordinately fear; 
che fulfilling of which, is the care, 
defire, and buſneſs of their lives ? 
every Commiſſion is figned origi- 
nally in Heaven, and God will 
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not ſet his hand to any thing thats 
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really hurtful” ro his C 


Men are but purſevants, miniſters 
of his. permiſſive providence to 
e will's 
that in righteouſneſs and judgment, 
which they a& with ſo much 
malice, cruelty, and Injuſtice, Let 
him alone, the Lord hath bid him 
curſe David (c), Which may well 
make us friends, at peace, in per- 
felt cliarity with ſecond cauſes: to 
be ſo much in love with the will of 
our Heavenly Father, as even to 
fall 1n love with whatſoever ſerves 
it; viewing them all in his hand, 
readily doing his pleaſure. Tis a 
childiſh, curriſh thing, to beat the 
We will 
rather admire and delight in their 
Subſerviency to him, then maligne 


put it in Execution. 


Rod, or bite the ſtone. 
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their ſevere influences upon us. 
Why Repine you at injuries, Re- 


proaches, or Sicknefles? why trou- 


ble 


(c)1$am» 
16,11, 


trouble ye the perſons 2 They-have 
wrought a good work 3 its an Arreſt 
ſerved out of the Court of - Hea- 
ven againſt me to Execute His will, 
it hath an Errand to me from Him ; 
How could they come except they 
were ſent ? All Diſtempers are part 
of that running Camp which march 
under his Standard; advance and 
retire under his -Shaddow of- his 
command. The voice of my Diſeaſe 
is, Am I come up hither without the 
Lord to AMict thee ? the Lord hath 
ſaid tome, go up againſt this man 
and Afﬀict him (d). Beggars muſt 
not be chooſers;, He's a preſump- 
tuous Child, that will make choice 
of his: own Rod. He deſeryes to 
be Caſheerd, to jhave ' his name 
blotted out of Chriſt's Muſter- 
rowl, who is not ready cheerfully 
to March through all ways and wea- 
thers to accompliſh his General's 
defigne: To follow him murmur- 

ring 
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Bring, .is-all one as if we'ſtay'd-he- 
| hind, If we bearour Burdens with 
. perpetuall vexation,, we deprive 
; ſour elves. of the: 'crown of - pati- 
» fence, the value whereof'is ineſti- 
y Emable,” as the | force::of it hach 
t fibeen judged in all times invinſi- 
h Eble, and: made the- proſperons, \en- 
d vie others ſufferings. | Every mi- 
is Enate of 'our tranquility is purchas'd 
ſe Elwith-patience: he thatis' ſincere and 
1e patient, cannot miſs of joy, He that 
th Bhrinks from,and'murmurs under his 
Burden, on his Death-Bed will re- 
member,that,by that time all his ſor- 
row's-had been: paſt, and nothing 
Remaining for him but reſt and' re- 
ward: others ſuffer more, only the 
the: patient, receive the roms 


me 
er- 
ly Yring, _ 94; L000 

rea-l The unquiet Eſtuations of our 
ral's Hearts, are their unmannzrly Re- 
ur- Nplyes againſt God. I ſee his Hand 
ring f D at 
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and recompence of chriſtian ſuffer- 
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at the bottom of the Warrant, that 
keeps the Peace in my Breaſt; ,and 
makes mee not concern'd what I 
Suffer, but how much I make of it, 
' and ſhall Receive for it; not to ſtrive 
fo much againſt 4fiidion, as Diſ- 
pleaſure ; Removing puniſhment 
may leave a greater, thongh inſen- 
ſible.in its Room, He ſhall not offend 
me with puniſhment, fo he puniſh me 
not with offending him. It may admit 
« Queſtion, whether it be a more 
admirable Chriſtian exerciſe to 
doe Good, or to endure Evil, Do- 
ing, is bur one part of my work, 
maſt (offer the will of God, which 
may with more carefulneſs, becauſc 
I can only in-this life : let me ſuf 
his Will while I may, _ I ſhall but ! 
while : but Eternally do it without 
Suffering , where my Paſſrve, al 
well as my A&ive Obedience, ſhall 
be Remembred and Rewarded. 
The Almighty's Sequeſtrations 
ol 
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are but better Compoſitions : I 
LY know all ſhall work together for 
my good; therefore, if it be for 
good, let this Cup. paſs from me; 
if it be for good, let it remain with 
me, til] thou haſt purged out my 
bg , perfected my Pati 
ence, beautified my Faith, ſtrength- 
ned my Dependance, raiſed me 
entirely from - all earthly Delights 
r0 Heavenly, | 
''O! when ſhall T have done 
Quarelling, and Murmuring 7 Fret- 
ing, and Repining « Carking and 
Caring * When ſhall 1 be Humble 
and Meek, Conformable and Si- 
Wlent, Contented and cheerfully 
"E Compliant ? When ſhall I not our 
ut 'Yof neceſſity, or with reluQancy, but 
Gout choyce, not only ſubmit , but af- 
, n ſent to, and juſtifie thee in all thy 
bor Diſpenfations * Nor only hear 
r"F and accepr of the Rod, but kiſs it ; 
ag” look up, Adore, and think worthy 
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thoughts; and honorable of Thee * 


When ſhall thy intereſt be ſo whol- 


1y planted and Eſtabliſhe. in; my 


Soul, as none other. may be able to 
orow there 2 when ſhall I quier all 
{elfends, and be freely at'the diſpo- 
fal ofthee. Reckon. and endeayow 


It as my only intereſt to ſerve thy 
Will; my greateſt perfection. to be 


nothing in my ſelf, to have nothing 
of my owne deſtin&t from thee, to 
commit all to thee, to be: great in| 
thee, tobe filled with thee ;' not to 
reckon any thing TI have, but diſpiſe 
it in compariſon of thee, live to-and 
for thee, enjoy all things as; m and 
der mee?” tr hin): 
Behold, 1 ſtand here ready for 
thy Service; I am prepared : for 
any imployment,. Iam girtfor any 
Encounter : Doe with ; me what 
thou wilt; raiſe me,or depreſs. me; 
lift me up, or throw me. down; 
lead me to the right Hand- or. the 
EL ity ox Lang left; 
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Left; -turne ; me to. what fide thou 
pleaſeſt,.:I am thine. and-at thy diſ- 
poſal; Thou haſt 'lent-me to, bur 
not for. myſelf. If Thou-wilt Aﬀict 
me,; afMi& me 5-if thouwilt ery me, 
try me, if my patience muſt ſerve 
thee in poverty; -if my diſgrace 
muft Glotifie truth - if my ſhame 
muſt Honour my. God ; my povet- 
ty ſhall be my Riches, my diſgrace 
ſhall be my Honour., my ſhame 
ſhall be my Glory, my affliction. 
ſhall be my Happineſs, my ſervice 
ſhall be my Reward. Uſe me as thoa 
pleaſeſt, ſo thou uſe me to thy 
Glory ; and ſo lam ſure thoa wilt, 
for otherwiſe thou .canſt not doe, 
Thou canſt not deny thy own 
Gloty , and therefore thou - canſt 
not governe ze: Amiſs, who al- 
ways eſteemes my ſelf well uſed 
where I ſerve thy: Honour inthe 
World, though: in;the loweſt: Of- 
fice, or higheſt Aﬀficion. I ſub- | 
D 3 mat | 


' 38 An Infallibleway 

| ' mit to thy Direction; I follow thee 
without reply or delay , for what 
ſhall I get by reſiſtance, but to be 
drag'd weeping, and to bear, being 
evil, what IT might doe fincerely 
by becoming good, | 


Encourarement from the Wiſ- 
dome of God. 


(© Onieer his infinite WV:iſdome, 
whereby he diſtinaly knowes 
all things paſt, preſent and to 

come. All obſcure Adminiſtrati- 

ons which ſeem fo full of caſual 
neglect, promiſcuous ſcattering, and 

wild contingences, is no ditorder 

to him, but an admirable contri- 

vance and regularity. The thoughts 

of men, the hearts of Kings are 

in the hands of God, By his cer- 

tain diſpoſe, there's a neceſſity in 

| Ce)6en, In every ſeeming undermin'd caſy- 
22.13,14 alty (e). He who is unayares acci- 


 384.9.15, 
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dentally ſlain by another, is deli- 
vered ifto his hands by God (f); 
An Atrow ſhot at randome, was 
diverted by him to fullfil the pre- 
dition of Ahab's death, (g) amidſt 
popylar Tumults, Inundations , 
Commotions, and publick Con- 
fufions, the Lord Reigneth ; let the 
Earth Rejoyce. Though things ſeem 
hudled together, and to run at ran- 
dome, there's a Wheel in a Wheel, 


dence , that with deliberate care 


rurnings and revolutions,” to the 
beſt and moſt certain Iſſue, 

Which may juſtly *check otr 
extravagant thoughts, thar' would 
either preſume to know all the 
recluſive ends. of Omniſcience, 
r- lor peremptorily judge of the fit- 
n Bneſs of meanes to ends unknown, 
u- And may reduce us (diſcompo- 
:i- Uſed) to compoſed minds, notwith- 
D4 ſtanding 
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(g)1 Kin. 
22.34, 


and in; them the Eye of provi- 


and forecaſt, dire&ts them in their 


n Jnfallible we 
ſtanding all "Changes, Alterations, 
+ or ſeeming Confuſions : To con- 
clude that Oeconwomy Wiſeſt thats 
_ choſen by a Wiſdeme ſo Boundleſs 
that can at once ſurvey all. expe- 
dients, and ſo #nbyaſſed, that-it hath 
no intereſt to chuſe any but for 
5 being fitteſt, The great Phiſitt- 
an of Mankind knows their vari- 
ous Tempers and diſtempers ; 
weighs and meaſures out the qua- 
lity, quantity, -and duration of 
their Sufferings; diets . and or- 
ders them -as he ſees moſt be- 
hoveful for Recovery' or Preven- 
tion. Is too compaſſionate, too Wiſe 
to let his. diſtrafFed Patients pre- 
| ſcribe their own courſe of Phylick, 
or have their clamorous will; ot 
to decline our fond and peeviſh ca- 
vils, ſhuffel and diſcompoſe thoſe 
miſterious profound contrivances, 
whoſe Wiſdome ingages the At- 
tention,. and enacts the Wonder of 
Angels, 7 How 


4 


it be ere thou make an end of mur- 
muring words 2 mark, and after- 


wards (if thou canſt) ſpeak on. - 


Shall God alter the methods of 
his governing the World, to hu- 
mour and comply with ignorant 


inconſtant- Man ? Shall the Earth 


be forſaken for thee Shall the 
Rock be removed out of its place 


(e'. Shall the Ax lift up'ir ſelf a- () Job. 
gainſt him that heweth therewith 2 19-2.@%c- 


There's a Jeſt indeed He that 
formed the intelle&tual Eye, ſhall 
not he ſee? He that made intel- 
ligent Spirits, ſhall not He Un- 
derſtand? He looks upon all the 
World at once; ſees what refer- 
rence one part hath to another; and 
diſpoſes the affaires of particular 
Nations, and Perſons (how fa- 
tal ſoever calamities and their con- 
ſequences may be to them) as may: 


ſerve and Attaine his great De- 


ligne, S- He 


-- How long-then (my Soul) will 


He Overlooks Satan's Conclave, 
what evil defignes are Hatched 
and plotted . againſt his - People; 
and can not 'only fruſtrate their 
utmoſt Policies and Endeayours, 
but make chem fruſtrate them- 
ſelves, to accompliſh thoſe very 
ends they were deſign'd to de- 
feat : So that what they ſeek to 
decline, they promote by their 
ſtriving againſt, and that very 
conſpiracy that brings tkem toge- 
ther, affe&ts what they conſpire to 
prevent. Limit not God to meanes; 
ler him chooſe his own Weapons 
to fight his own Battle : fo long 
as he hath a Cauſe in the World, He 
can never want 7Vays to maintain 
it, who by his Death conquered all 
his Enemies and the kingdoms 
of the Earth with one File of poor 
Fiſher-men, whoſe preateſt Art 
and . Policie lay in mending their | 
Nets, and laying ſnares for the fil- 


ly 
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ly Fiſh, The Churches Enemies 
cannot approve themſelves ſo mali- 
rious as they are; he ſometimes 
ſo holds them in, that ſtanders- 
by, think them favorable; it is in 
the power of my hand (ſaith Laban 
to Facob) to do you hurt; but the 
God of your Father ſpake unto me 
yeſternight, ſaying, Take thou head 
that thou ſpake not to Facob ei- 


ther good or bad (i). Thank him () Gen. 
for nought, he could do him hurt 3 29 


but God would not ler him. Let 
Men uſe what meanes they pleaſe, 
He hath ftill rhe ſeverity of the 
End. Who ever Rules, he Over- 
rules, and will prevent, or order 
diſorders, Look we to our Stati- 
ont, and God will look to rhe 
Helm; He hath a greater venture 
of Glory in the Church's Wel- 


fare, then Men can haye, and is 


fiehting for, while he ſeemes to 
fight againſt his People z An{we- 
: | ring 
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ring their Prayets, whileſt he ſeems 
to RejeQthem.. ; +»; 
- And ſhall we. have-ſo ; fend re- 
gard 19 our ſelves, as not to. be 
content, that the wiſdome of God, 
ſhould ſerve his own turne in; ma- 
nageing all? be ſo narrow, pri- 
vate ſpirited, as--to expect all his 
providences in governing. the world, 


ſhould center in our preſent, pat- 


-Cicular conveniency, - and Happl- 
neſs: Humane events, - and ſeve- 
zall perſons intereſts, are ſo nter- 
woven by him, that they have a 
mutuall dependance among them- 
ſelves ; and their meetings, which 
we think caſuall, are twice ne- 
ceſlary, as his decree, and for 
many ends, Woe muſt conſider 
our {elves as peices of the uniyerſe, 
and - Engines, which that great 


work-man Sets on going for exe- 


cuting his ends; which being 


all good, all means: tending. to 
| | them, 
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them,” muſt alſo beſo. We muſt. 
therefore-bear- our croſfes, not only 


with patience, bur joy 1nd thank- 


fulneſs, as happy, we are inſtru- 
ments in his hand:to do his work, 
and advance his glory ;\ which muft 
needs highly pleaſe him, doing 


that willingly, others 'do out. of 


conſtraint,” How great: an: evil 
is diſcontent with our 'alotment * 
By . deſiring to have our will in 
(#cha particuls;, we perhaps ſhould 
croſs God in. a Thouſand He hath 
to. bring about ; © becauſe, tis poſ- 
ſible a Fhouſand things may de- 

end upon that one thing we would 
have' to be otherwiſe then tt 15» 
I will be henceforth willing to be . 
croſſed in ſome 'few things, that 
his work may+go' on in” alt; and 
his -end- attain'd or? furthered "in 
many things, by the. one thing 1 
am croſſed; in. . Tis impoſhible 
every Humour ſhould be ſatisfied, 
SD | -*___ becauſe 


i, 3 
v 


An Pufallible Wap 
becauſe, particular deſires, beſides 
their oppoſition to one another, 
.are inconſiſtent with the general 
deſigne, That difference which 
there is between particular things, 
times, and- perſons, much con- 
duces to the Beauty, 'and conyeni» 
ency of the whole while ſome 
particular events, ſingly conſidered, 
ſeem prejudiciall. The whole con- 
cexture of affairs in their operation, 
ſhall prove in the iſſue, for the 
beſt to thoſe. that love God, 
Wiſh events. according to the 
ſecret order-of the grand diſpoſer, 
looking on all nor as caſualties, iſ 
but commands, and thou ſhalt all- 
wayes have. thy will. Nothin 
can fall out: contrary to it, if thon 
totally denyeſt it, and transforms it 
into hisz and defires no'more in th 
Heart then thou mayeſt law fully as 
of him in Prayer. He will ſ#tisfie or 
wills, when we can ſubmit co Hzs 3 


not 


we , * / #$© a. #2" "7 F ua wt ck na OE 
4 ? Ki : RN 5 » ſe * « 4» y 4 ; n . 
v F 4 4 » 4 - $ 4 | nf : ; { : [+ + 


not eafily deny our ſute,when we 
can deny our ſelves. . None ſtay lon- 
|| ger at Heaven's gate, then he who 


% 


will be ſerv'd at firſt knock. He 
'Þ| ſpeeds beſt who delivers. in his pe- 
'F tition, and ſtays until God pleaſe co 
anſwer. We often ſhorten our 
mercys » by haſtening them : He 
doubles them by delaying, and 
"I makes us amends both for our pra- 
yers and patience, © 
' No Policy can provide againſt 
all eyents,, but that which adviſes 
us to forſake the place where they 
are, and ſo carry us: up, out of 
our ſelves, -and our own will's into 
the will of God, where all is a per- 
fe& ſerenity, lye down. in. peace 
and concord. together, To ſuch 
there is no enemy, nothing is con- 
trary; all things ſerve chem, and 
fall out to chem as they, 'would ; 
having go {will of their own, re- 
ferxing all things to the Fl # 
od ; 
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God; to them there is no death, 
or ſlavery, but to fink down thence, 
and be engaged in. carnall uncer- 
taine deſignes and intereſts, 


Shall I ſay thats 00 /ittle, which 


infinite wiſdom thinks - enough e 
or diſorderly haſten towards en- 
largement, inſtead of patiently wait- 
ing the Lords lealure ® ſhould 
he ſpread before me all this worlds 
treaſure, and bid me take what 
T would, could I do more wiſely 
then put the choyce to him again, 
and beſeech Hz to chuſe for me 
who loves me better, and knows 
better whats beſt for me, then wy 
ſelf? And fhall I not »ow then 
thankfully ſtand to his Choyce ? 
We will henceforth be Cheer- 
ful, and contented in our: preſent 
'Alotment: If every thing be 
beſt which he Appoints, why are 
we troubled, as if things went not 
well with: us? its Impoſſible it 
ſhould 
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ſhoutd':have been'better with-us 


ic had beet otherwiſe, All thinps 
are ordered by: his deliberate: coun- 
{e]l and fore-knowledg; : who is'as 
exactly: carefull of me, as if hehad 


ers 7no©trouble to. befall me : be: 
cauſe he doth not_ regard; for his 
care - and ' providence 'extends.:to 
every creature 3 or becauſe he: can 
not. of will-not help,; for he is-e- 
qually infinite in all his attribares 
but. becauſe: his wiſdome- finds 
that condition fitteſt-for me. Had 
I more of the world, I might have 
leſs 'of grace, Though my com> 
mons be ſhort, it ſhould certainly 
be otherwiſe if he ſaw. it better, 
If T have not what I deſire, Ihave 
what T'ought to deſire. bag 
(- Querelous wranglings, ſullen dif- 


Xt © contents, diſturb not; my ſatis» 


it Þ faction: and repoſe. I. will deſire 


"TR 


hen.it-isz it-had not been well;-if. 


none. other to; look after : and ſuf. 


50 An Juofalliblenoay | 
and will juſt ſo, and no: (otherwiſe 
then thoudoeſt,: O omniſcitent, om- 

nipreſent, only wiſe God; whoſe 
goodneſs defignes my wellfare, and 
- whoſe wiſdome manages that de- 
| Gene. - I would rather have that 
to be which already is, then -any 
thing elſe. That's better whid 
thou will's, then1. Thon conſul 
teſt well and wiſely about zz ; know: 
what uſe to make of thy creatures, 
and where *tis moſt fitt to beſtow 
chem, and wilt diſpoſe me ' there 
where moſt neceſlary,.and beſt. fo 
me; and ſuffer no Evil to befall 
me, unleſs for ſome greater Good, 
I venture all with thee I freely 
refer all to thee in the particula{ 
diſpoſition of my ſelf and mine. 
Grant me, not what I Crave, 'but 
what thou knoweſt good to: give 
me. Take from my Puniſhment, 
or add to my patience. Leflen my} 
Burden, or- ſtzengthen wth: 
C1Ss 
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ders. All Beſtneſs depends tpon 


the wiſeſt goodneſs, Twill refaſe 
nothing which ſeems good unto 
thees and more willingly -conſenc 
' to 7/4 thou wouldeſt have, then - 
to my own Inclination; Put me 
| int9 what condition, uſe me as; 
Wicad me- whither thou pleaſeſt g 
chyſe my rayment_ and proviſion 
) 
x 


fot me: Sickneſs or health, reſpect; 
or diſgrace z plenty, or poverty, 
I will not only conſent, and ſub- 
mitt.unto, but miake it my bufinefs 
to vindicate, appo/0gize, and main-. 
tain theſe thy dealings with me, 
to be moſt fitt and prudent, moſt 
ſutable and Advantagious to 
the, 


Encouragement from the. Goodneſs of Þ 
vt (05 HOW, 1 nor we 
! | Bays the. Love, Mercy, and WS 
5 WW Goodneſs of God. ThedivineWi 


Ey5yis The ſelf-moving propenſity 
and' good pleaſure of his will, firſt 
turned} the heart of God, -and com: 
bin'd! his attributes into a federall 
affociation to work all one way 
for the good of Beleevers.. Allis 
providences acted upon the- ſtage 
of the world, are but ſeverall ms: 
nifeſtations-of it, in different dref- 
ſes and diſguiles.. Inſtruments of 
cruelty are not,in his habitation, 
He ſhaves us with a Razer that 1 
(&) Ifay, Rired (k). And when he cauſes 
7-20, grief, hath compaſſion, He pittyes, 
where others deſpiſe ; He is con- 
cern'd, where men ate careleſs; 
He fixes his Eye, and opens hi: 
ear, where a proud creature hath 
* neich 


4 


neither eye to ſee, -NQr Car tO: 
Wbcar. - The poor -are-not forgot- 
Fen by Gods love: He reſpedsthe 
Emeaneſt Art/zaz equally with the 
greateſt Potentare, He {lights not 
Wie helpleſs opprefſed : That which 
5.4 g9od. cauſe in it ſelf, is allways 
ſo to him, be it whoſe it will, 
Whole mountains of*gold fly up 

in the Ballance in his hand, a- 
oainſt a.grain of juſtice. He judges 
every mans right, He ſees and 
pitties- the afflictions of the miſe- 
rable: He heares the cryes of 
the indigent, The fighs of the 
priſoner in the deepeſt vault ſound 
in his Bowells : He whiſpers com- 
fort to. the dolefull ; moans deſerve 
commiſeration. * 213" 
_'Whar means then thoſe ſcruples_ 
of his kindneſs, - theſe ſttuglings. 
+: under our Burden? | why are we 
if {0 prone to look on him with blood- 
thotten -Eyes in che ruin of his 
--. B3 © creme 5 
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Creatures, as if he were ſome 
auſtere, tyrannicall being; ap- 
ter to affright and terrify, then 
alure and atra&t us; and had 
only ſanguin laws, writ with 
the Blood of his ſubjeats 2 why 
muſt the ſmart of the. Fleſh, 
pervert the judgment of our 
minds? the feeling of bodily 
evills, deſtroy all ſenſe of his 
nnchangable goodneſs * what ? 
ſhall we receive good at the hand 
of God, and ſhall we not re- 
ceive evill? Indeed, we ſhall 
whether we will or no; but 
ſhall we not (kiſs the hand, and) 
Receive it (0, i.e, in the ſame 
manner, with the ſame mind as 
we receive goodF . with heart, 
and hand, cheerfully, thankfully, 
gladly? with much reverence, 
yeneration, and reſpe& to God, 
and his ways of providence to- 
wards us ? This were an abſurd 
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thing once to imagine; a blind 


man may ſee this; tis ſo plain, 


a Fool may. underſtand jt: The 


reaſon lyes all in fight, that we 


ſhould: thus receive evill from 
the donor. of all our Good; the 
leaſt: part of which we have not 
deſery'd, but much more then 
all-the ell we ſuffer ; -and well- 


come him as well, when he comes 


to take, as ous carve content- 
ment '6ut of every Diſh ſet be- 
fore us; cheerfully digeſt: the 
hardeſt fare; bleſs God full of 
faſting. . Shall we not cate the 
cruſt-with the crum ? | 


Laugh we to lick the gweet, and” ſhall 
we lower * ſh | 

If God be pleaſ'd to ſend a little 

ſhowre? - | 


Shall we not receive an . 1- 
maginary evill, from whom we 
receive ſo much Real. Good? 
ads © E 4 hall 
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we grumble, ifthe gratifie not a 
particular appetite, . who loads 
us with his benefits * | childifhly 
throw down: all, if he” give/-us 
not that peice we -would 2. mur- 
mer \under_'one affliction, - and 
over-look a Thouſand: mercies * 
forſfake the enjoyment- of. '{o 
tnany bleſſings, to pine away in 
the company of ' our wants ? 
neither look forward to:his future, 
nor backward .to his paſt beni- 
fitts? ſet we our preſent -fick- 
neſs and ſorrows, againſt . our 
forraer health and comforts 5 and 
Impartially compare the mercies 
we enjoy, with the miſeryes we 
undergoz. and our conſolations 
will be found much more to a- 
bound then our ſufferings, 

Let us therefore be more care- 
full ro keep a reckoning of the 
g00ds WE'enjoy, then we have loſt ; 
and entertain more joy wes had 
PR TO them 


Þ.: + 


them fo long, then ſadneſs we _ 


Joſt them ſo ſoon: ſo ſhall we 
make-Ill days good, by a thank- 


fall remembrance of good- dayes 


paſt, and obtain of him new mat- 
ter off thanks, - Uſeing the world 


asa' Feaſt, ſoberly, cheerfully, 


feeding on the fare ſet before 
us 3 and when tis taken away, 
Riſe and give thanks 3 'and not 
be ſuch ungratefull gueſts ro the 
maſter of the Feaſt that nath (ſo 
Liberally treated us, as to re- 
ckon all - paſt. for nothing, but 
grudge when he takes away, in- 
ſtead of thanving him for his 
good cheere. Shall we mak- ear- 
neſt ſute to him when we would 
Borrow, and be offended with 
him when we are calFd to pay? 
Hee's an'Inn; an unthankfull Deb- 
tor, from whom the lender cannot 
ask His-'own, - but ſhall: be like 
thereby 'to-loſe 4 Friend, ey 
Vor? caſt 


An Infalliblew9 

caſt our eye upon what we have, 
and. could not well be withont, 
as: well as upon what we fain 
would have, but my wants and 
conſider how »ſefull the things we 
already have, are; how Ill we 
could {pare them , how Much worſe 
we ſhould be, then now we are 
without them; how many want 
them; how thankfull they would 
be for them; Then will no room 
be found for murmurring, 1 
have. made an Ill uſe of thy 
mercys, if 1 have not Learn'd 
to be content with thy Corred#4- 
0nu5; and be not ſo thankful 
for paſt favonrs, that the memory 
of them be able to put away the 
ſenſe of preſent miſeries, Conſi- 
dering the good I undeſervedly en- 
Joy, and the Zvi I have 'not, 
but deſerve, and others groan 
- under: I will reckon every Evil 
\ | am free from, ſo many new 

a nn, favours 
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» | favours, eaſte CorrecFzons among 
, | my Bl-ſings, and any Bleſſings 
1 | Infinitely obliging. And 'Truſf 
If God in all conditionsz and Re- 
e | joyce in that Truſt 3 and Hopeeven 
e | againſt Hopez and be content in 
el the greateſt ſtreights,when theres 
nothing viſ6ble that ſhould give 
Contentmentz rontent to do well, 
and ſuffer i, To be negletted 
and atjpiſed where we deſerve 
Honour and Advancement, "To be 
Faploivichour advantages of grow- 
ing Rich, Tobe Sick and aflidfed 
ONT Hips of recovering 
Health ard Filicity in this world g 
to ſee our Friends wrong'd, our 
Exemics ad our Eſtate de- 
cay, and our charges Increaſe. 


by him, are the reſult of the moſt 
perfet wiſdom and gnedneſs, 
though. ſhort»fighted creatures 
cannot fee itz and. ſhall work 
tas x; 4 = Foghtbby 


All things permitted, or acted 


(1) Pal. 


89 Z2o 
Heb. 12: 
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together for our. good, ({o long - 
as we keepcloſeto our {overaign_ 
g00d) To heal, or quicken try, 


or diſcover ; ſanctfie,or prepare 


The fruic of Infinite love, and 
Tryall of ours. Aftiions, are 
Federall diſpenſations; not ſo much 
Threatned, as promiſed to Chriſt's 
ſeed (1); And,. Sazd:ified, better 
then removed.. There's not a Trou- 
ble we - meet with we can be 
without, :but hath its. place and 
work, in 'that frame and deſign 
God: hath ,ordained. to bring us 
ro glory. : It had been far worſe 
with us-if they had not befallen 
us; ſome Poſitive ſadder griefe 


had ceaſed:on us; or we: ſhould 


not been capable of enjoying ſo 
much Happineſs .in this, or the 
next world, - 7 E a[14h- 
Had I been Rch, 1,might been 
Covetous,: Prodigall, Luxyrious ; 
It Honorable, proud, Tyrannicall, 
256350957 <2 Ambitious ; 
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_.-toContentment: = 61 
Ambitious; If in Health, ſoft, 
Effeminare, dainty, ſenſuall. Had 
he not by ſome Affliction pre- 
vented me, or cauſed me to re- 
treat, I had run too far in the 
proſecution of ſecular pleaſures or 
profits. . Or, he lays.it on me, 
t0-'try 'the. ſtrength .and vigour 
of my mind, To call. forth and 
exerciſe patience,fortitude, truſt, 
and confidence in him; my fide- 
lity,, and loyalty to him oY To 
make me more circum{pect, nor 
'only: 'free from-notorions: faults, 
but. more perfecly-virtuousand 
ood : To commend, ſer. off, and 
weeten my fucare good things 3 
to: make the reliſh 'of them more 
{ſweet and'pleaſant, =: :* 24 
\ I will henceforth fet-no other 
price on things, then as;they re- 
late to my true end and Intereſt, 
Let me be allwayes under the 
care and $kill, the wholſom dif- 
” cipline 
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diſcipline of ſuch a Tetor and Phj- 
ftian, my mind ſhall keep even 
=p with thee z nor ſhall thy will 

e ever different from my free 
choyce. Anſwer the neceſſity of 
my Health, not the Importunity of 
my Appetite, Take my Sous part 
againſt my Zxemic's, not theirs a» 
gainſt my Soul. Give me poverty 
and Sickneſs, rather than not 
graceto uſe riches and Health : If 
I want them, thou requireſt not 
what thou giveſt not, If I have 
them, and want the uſe, thy mercy 
proves "my Fundement, Let afflictt- 
on be my portion, ſo contentment, 
Love to thee, Acquieſlence in thy 
will, fortitude of mind, and uni- 
verſall Ammendment be the uſe 
and Intereſt, eternal felicity will 


_ the flue, event and pur- 


a7 


Enz 


+ jw LD © 
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| Encouragement from the Providence 


of God, 


"Tonlider the Providence of God, 
The continual exerciſe of his 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, 
whereby he obſerves,ſupports,and 
governs all creatures,aRions, and 
events, with their particular cir- 
cumſtances, in ſuch a way as is 


moſt ſuravle to their natures g 


Immediatly,to their proper ends 3 
Remotely, to the order. and 'or- 
nament of the univerſe;eſpecially 
to the good of his ele, ultimarly - 
to his own:glory, He makes nor 


the world by his power, and then 


cares not whether it ſtand orfall. 
Hel 79mg not infinite wiſdom 
to Build a 

chance and folly to dwell .in #. 


He that made it, Inhabirs and 


governs it: Is as much concern'd 


; —""- 


£ 


an Houſe, and then ſent F 


/ 


to conſerve, as create: That 
which * was worthy making," is 
worthy preſervins, He cannot 


but ſee every thing, being every 


where preſent, at Hand: Tis no 


diverſion, no trouble ro: him,” to 


_ govern and; rule All he ſees. 
.There'is,»eed of him in all places, 


and over: all things. He is. yo 
where wichout an 7ntereſt; or with- 
out Buſineſs. - He” is owner: every 
wherein the poſſeſſion of whatihe 
hath made, and Ingages himſelfe 
in his own poſſeſſion, Hecannor 
defert. his own Handy-work. 
'The common Father of all: the 
world, muſt 'be concern'd in the 
lives, A&ions, and affaites- of 
-his children... ION 


4 IP", Take therefore no thouerht for Jour 


35, 


\ 


Lives]. Uſe all Lawtull endea- 
.yours after ; prudentlty: manage 

reſent Enjoyments, and-leave the 
RefttotHm. Underrakeallyich 
"3 A . as | 
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a quiet-mind, Refign'd to his diſpo- 
ſal, without doubtful, fearful, Anxi- 
ous Thoughts. about future things, 
[ ſaying, What ſhall we Eat? What 


ſhall we Drink ? or wherewithal ſhall 


we be Cloathed? ] which way ſhall. 
[ ſupport my, Family 2 how ſhall 
I feed theſe empty Bellies « how 
ſhall T cover ſo many - naked 
Backs '? will the Finger of Provi- 
dence Toyle or Spin for me? ſhall 
I be fed with a Raven's bill? will 
the Clouds drop down Mannah 
for me © Alas, I find my Char- 
ces encreale, and my Eſtace dimi- 
niſh 5 large Payments, and ften- 
der Incomes , leſs than a Miracle 
cannot Retreive me,and the time 
of Miracles 1s now paſt; I, or 
mine muſt Perriſh through Con- 
temned Poverty. Why, be nor 
wanting in thy Duty, and He will 
not be wanting in Hzs Providence. 
Do not Forfeit his Goodneſs, Bown- 
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ty, and Proteion, and He will not 
fail exerciſing them towards thee. 
Expect all your ſupplies from him : 
Who cloaths the Lillies of the 
field? Who imps the Sparrows 
wings 2 Who feeds the young Ra 
vens ? Who preſerveth Man anc 
Beaſt 2 Whoſe tender Mercies arc 
overall his works 2 Is not the Lift 
more excellent, more valuable tha 
Meat ? and the Body than Rayment 
Will he that granted us a Bezne, de 
ny the Preſervation of zt, .ſo long 
as he hath appointed it 2 ſuffer ſuch 
a ſtately StradFure to fall to deca 
for want of Repair 2 Loſe that 
which is of ſo great value for wan 
of Food and Rayment, fo little i 
compariſon -of Life 2 *Tis a greate 
thing to make, than maintain us 
tO bring us out of nothing, than t! 
ſupply us .when we have nothing 
To Cloath us with fleſh and kin 
than with a Garment : To make 
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Xf 20uth.than to find Meat for it, *Tis 
| ſo much tfiore ealie to give Food, 
|} then Zife 5 and Raymert, then the 
1H} Body ; that He who was ſo kind, ſo 
'Y able to do the oze, is not unable, 
a4 will not be backward, cannot be ſo 
14] cruel, but to do the other. He 
re] mace nothing Caſuil, or to forſake 
748 it: His being 4 Creator , obliges 
af him to be careful of his Creatures, 
They ate all his Pertioners, have 
their meat at his. great Ordinary : 
If he kept it not open, the whole 
world. would inſtantly feel an uni- 
yerſal Famine, He is no needy 
Houſe-holder, nor takes more into 
J his. Family than he hath meanes to 
'Y maintain : none in it are neglected 
by Him : The little Azt, the creep- 
ing, Worms receives their Alnes at 
his Hand, He never gave Life, 
but allowed Conveniences for #f, 
He that gives Mowmths , will give 
Meat. 'He had never made us un- 
Fe | F 2 cEr- 
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derſtand "the: way of yew is 
that he intended” ro bleſs and ſuc- 


ceed” our endeavours. His' firſt 
cate in forming | us, is an Areu- 
ment. of his fucure Providence 0- 
' ver us. .. 
* _ Behold the Fomls of - the Aire ] 
Conſider ſerioufly how they. are 
' Fed; of all Creatures, they, ſeem 
 to=rake leaſt care for theft food; 
many of them ſpend their whole 
lives, as it were in ſinging, with- 
out. thought where ro get: their 
next Meal'; -you :might be as 
chearful , and. yo fed, Were it 
not better to be without Reaſop, 
than to make uſe of it only for 
our Yexation? To be | incapable of 
thinking of God, as Beaſts and 
Fowls 2e,than to think on him, on- 
ly to Ciſtruſt & murmur againſt Him, 
We Feed Domeſftick Fowls about 
the Houſe , bur. who feeds thoſe 
that flye in the Firmament ? chat 
making 
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making .no Proviſion in Summer; 
ſhould in all likely-hood Rtarve in 


Winter, yet are-then fitceſt, and 


thrive more thah ' thoſe Nurſt by 
Mans care, They have, no Re- 
poſſitories, yet never wantz nor 
eratiaries, yet have ſtore, They 
neither Sow nor Reap, yet eat and 
drink, and fleep quietly ar night, 
and know not where to feed next 3 
yet £0 out and find a Table fur- 
| niſhe for them! by'their Creator, 
© 2nd your Heavenly Father, Will 
. | He that. hath made ſuch plentiful 
| Proviſion for the neceſſary ſuſte- 
nance, 'convenience-, and defence; 
relief, delight ; * and ſatisfaction of 
all Creatures, negle& his own Chil- 
dren ? And ſhall He or ol eve- 
| {ry living thing,” and nor his own 


t Children , who may look upon, 


- | all Creatures as the oo0ds of 
C Ov 3 * , © » ; 

e || cheir Father's Houſe, feeding .and 
g providing - for - them: 4 Are © not 
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you better , much better than 
they 2 Everyone of yay, : than 
all they? one Heire, than all 6- 
ther Attendance £ ' One Jewel , 
than all the common Veſſels of the 
Houſe # If He eye and regard 
every Sparrow, Birds of , {o-lttle 
account that one cannot be valued; 
\ there isno wouy {0 ſmall , but = 
Yice too great for it, are not five 
oY "5 old for two farthings ? (m) 
Be confident He hath a ſingular 
care, a far more intimate affe&i- 
on for you, who colt him ſo dear ; 
208 ove of them is forgotten before 
God, much more not-any part of 
you, but even the very hairs of your 
head are (\nter numerata) all num: 
bred ; much more the dayes of 
your lives, If He look toallmy 
irs, much more to my proviſion, | 


d . 


and ſafety , the members of my 
body, the great moments of my 
life and death. 1s we have fecurity, 

ah As 


© Stint, or Statute meaſure of Eſtate ? 
off without Him, all our thoughtful- 
wy neſs is as vain, as if a Dwarf 
«| ſhonld thereby think to acquire 
off a call mans ſtature, The moſt 
y | griping Worldling puts not up 
n, | one penny, without a Ticket ſtgn'd 
y by his hand, to ferch it out of 
y | Nis publick Exchequer ; whoſe is 
the Earth and the fulne(s thereof; - 
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It He ſhut up that, all Creatures 
break , and + become Bankrupts, 
Turmoyling muſeings are additi- 
ons to. our fears, never further, 
- often hinder our deſires. He may 
juſtly curſe our- preſent , who dil- 
cruſt him for future mercies, and 
will not be ſatisfied with the fi- 
delity of his providence. 

And why take you thought for 
rayment, conſider the Lillies of the 
Field, how they grow without the 
Gardiners care or induſtry , they 
neither do the work of the man 
in t0yling without, nor of the Wo- 
men , in ſpinning within doors 5, 
contribute nothing to their beauti- 
ful cloathing ; and yet I ſay unto 
you, that even. Solowon (the Wi- 
ſeſt, Richeſt” of Princes,) in all his 
glory and magnificence, was not 
arrayed like one of them? The 
natural bravery of the Lilly, com- 
ing from irs own fruitful Bowels, 

es 
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is (as 2 beautiful, to a painted wo- 
man) beyond all the glory of ap- 
parel , that Art and Coſt could 
bring him. All the Lillies of the 
Field are ſo deck'd and cloath'd 
as is not On Solomon, in all his 
glory. He puts more glory eve- 
ry day on one flower, then Skill 
and Wealth can on the greateſt 
Monarch, in his greateſt Splendor. 
His providential ' goodneſs extend- 
ed to the Flowers of the Field. is 
beyond all that Man can do, by 
the utmoſt extent of his Wiſdom, 
Power, and Riches, 

Wherefore, it God ſo curionſly 
cloath , not only the delightful 
flowers of the Garden, but graſs of 
the field we tread-on, of {o little 
account , {o ſhort continuance, 
which to day 1s, and to morrow caſt 
into the Oven, ſhall He not mich 
more cloath you ? of a more ex- 
cellent Rank 'and Order, "_ 

| an 
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and Structure, Appointment and 
End * are not your Lives more 
valuable, your Bodies more won- 
derful, your Souls more durable, 
your work more excellent, your 
- final eftate more conſiderable then 
theirs * will He that fo plenti- 
fully feeds the Sparrows, that have 
no granaries, ſo gorgeouſly cloath 
the Lillies, that have no diſtaff; 
make {© rich, ſo glorious proviſi- 
on for {ach ſhoit-livid Creatures, 
ſtarve thoſe that rationally ſerve, 
that ſhall eternally enjoy him ? for 
us who have ſach expreſs promi- 
ſes, added to ſuch inſtances of 
his providence , who takes more 
care for us, then for other Crea- 
(n/1Co'* tyres, (x) to doubt of ſufficien- 
*cy (if not Riches) argues infide- 
lity, and diffidence in God to ad- 
miration, Oye of little faith, 
"The fear of want, is for want 
of obeying his command; take 
| therefore 


therefore no thought for the marrow 3 


be not anxiouſly ſolicitous for fu-- 


ture neceſſaryes3 ſaying, what ſhall 
we eat, or what, &c. tis your 
ſhame to imitate thoſe you abhor 
as Infidels, and not to differ in 
Prattice, as in Profeſſion. 

_ For after all theſe things do the 
Gentiles ſeek, Jas if themſelves, nor 
God were to provide for them.This 
ftudious, buſie, earneſt enquiry, is 
more beſeeming Heathens.,, who 
have no lively apprehenſion of 
God, his providence, Fatherly care, 
and Love then you, who acknow- 
ledge and experience them, Tis 
for poor Orphans to Cark. and 
Care, to ſhift as well as they can 
foc themſelves ; but with you. the 
caſe is, quite otherwiſe : either 
diſclaim God. for your Father , or 
reſt confident of his Fatherly pro- 


viſion ( for your Heavenly Father 


knowes you have need of all ee 
23 
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_ (ntceſſary) things, ] What he firſt 
cred my is ſtill needful for you; 
that life and the body cannot ſub- 
fiſt without Food and Rayment ; 
tis enough. for a Father, that he 
know's his Childrens wants, and 


his reproach, to neglect them. 


We have nothing ro do but to 
believe, obey, and rejoyce. we ate 
in his hands, to whoſe care we 
| haveleft the ordering of all our 
concerns, He will be ſure to ſup- 
ply thoſe j wants which are of 
his own making ; you may as 
well queſtion whether he kzows, 
as whether he will ſupply. Accord - 
ing to the ſingular degrees of 
love, are his peculiar intenſtons 
of care , and forecaſt, help and 
aſſiſtance ; Providence is ſpecial, 
where love is ſingular, He will 
.not ſuffer himſelf to. be our- 
'done by the kindneſs and bounty 


_ of his own Creatures, who are {0 
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tender of : their off-ſpring '; Tam 
Pater , tam pins nemo.; He that 
gave - us fo great a bleſſing , as 
Son-ſhip, when we were Enemies, 
Children of the Devil, will much 
more give us {o- ſmall a blefling as 
Food, now we are his Sens, He 
made us ſo needy, not becauſe 
He was niggardly , but bountiful 5 
not becauſe .;He was not good, but 
| would be alwayes ſo to us; not 
* | that we ſhould be poor, and want 
theſe things, but humble, and al- 
wayes go to Him and have them : 
not, to. make us miſerable , but 
that we ſhould ſtill remember 
Him, crave, and expect ſupplyes 
from Him, depend upon Him, and 
not be able to live without Him. 
We are his charg, He ſtands in- 
truſted with us, who is alwayes 
faithful to thoſe whom He takes 
into his care. The provident care 
of my Heavenly Father , foes 

| the 
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the care of diffidence in Him, and 
requires the care of diligence in 
my ſelf : to intereſt my judgment 
in the choiſe and uſe of means, 
but to keep my. affe&tions diſcin- 
reteſted, unconcern'd in the event, 
To ſerve, but not miſ-doubt his 
providence , while I imploy my 
own, Solicitouſneſs about the iſſhe 
of our lawful endeayours, derogares 
from Him, as if He would not, 
could not, knew not how to help 
us, We cannot pur: upon him : 
oreater wrong, then the alienation 
of our Truſt, which he challenge: 
as his peculiar , if placd ' on a- 
ny Creature, we Deifte it; we 
take upon us, whit is- proper to 
Him - and ris no leſs a faule qnd 
folly , to invade Gods part, then 
to neglect our own, O, Let my 
care be to depend ' on thee , as 
thine is to proyide for me, and [ 
catinot want, — | 
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1 - But (cek ye firſt (before, and a- 

1 bove all) zhe Kingdom of Godas the 

| end, and his righteouſneſs as -the 

way, and all neceſſaries 1n it, to 

| it, ſhall be added nnto you,” Let 

tf your principal care be to approve 

i; your ſelves my obedient, depen- 

y gent Children, and you are fecu- 

|| red Of maintenance, in your mino- 

cli 7ity , as well as of your #nheri- 

| 74nce, when you come to Age, 

Ip There is Bread as well as Erace, 

ij 2nd Cloathing , as well as Righte- 

nll 9%ſneſs in the promiſe (0), godli- (orim; - 
neſs hath the promiſe of the . life 4-8. 

that now iS, &*c, AS certain, con= 

cerning Food and Rayment, as 

remiſhon of ſins, and eternal life. 

If He give grace and glory, He 

will withhold no good thing. Be 

qur heart honeſt, our hand dili- 

gent, our deſires moderate, our 

Souls Deveings and we ſhall not 

fail of a ſupply of the needs of 

ut Bi Our 
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our Bodies, which 1s the juſt mea- 
ſure of - our wants. Take "upon 
you the care of duty, and leave all 
others to God. He will ſurely 
mind *our good , if we faithfully 
diſcharge our duty , we ſhall find 
Him anſwering us, in what we 
look for from Him, in doing what 
He expects from us. Can we 
have ſo mean thoughts of Him, as 
to think we ſhould intend his glo- 
ry, and not He much 
o00d ? That He ſhould negle& 
us, doing the things that are plea- 
ſing in his fight * Ic is diferuſt in 
Him, to be troubled for what 1s 
future , impatience againſt*Him to 
be troubled for what is paſt, or 
preſent, This temper of Spirit 
finds fault with his Wiſdom, blames 
his Goodneſs, depreſſes his Pow. 
Er, - reprehends his Faithfulneſs, 
'which are all engaged for our pro- 
vifjon , and ſecurity in his my 


more our 
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ſhall not He that ſaved our Souls 
from death, deliver our Bodies 
from the dangers of this World ? 
His: dealings with us are all love 
and mercy , - and faithfulneſs, He 
gives all his Children ſo much as 
He ſees ſufficient for them, in an 
eſpecial manner His. grace to fear 
Him, contented Spirit to ſubmit 
to Him, believing hearts to de- 


fpend upon Him, His bleſfing with 


all their enjoyments, He will pre- 
ſerve us from Evil, or the Evil of 
it, proportion , and bleſs it to us : 
comfort,” fupport us under it, and 
deliver us out of it; 
© Take therefore no thought for the 
morrow, for the morrow ſhall take 
thought for the things of it ſelf } 
reſt ſatisfied with your preſent al- 
lowance, without being ſolicitors 
for the future, or fearful of evils, 
when you- feel none ,- itnpoſſibles 
concern not} our. defires, nor un- 

a6 ns G ayoidables 
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avoidables our fears , nor things 
paſt remedy , our vexing ſorrow, 
Deſire not what thou canſt not at- 
tain, nor fear what thou canft not 
prevent ; uſe the remembrance of 
paſt things, as inſtructive experi- 
ments, not renewers of thy tor- 
ment ; nothing we can ſuffer from 
without, is wortht one minutes diſ- 
quiet of ſo noble a thing as the 
Soul, which then comes neareſt its 
original, the neerer it comes to im- 
mutability. Relyance on. God 
ſaves us from much fin and miſery, ; 
"CHQ Sect | 

whilſt diſtruſtfal choughts devour 
our peace, and leaves us nothing 
in the room, but fear, grief, and 
diſcontent; all folicitous looking 
beyond the preſent , takes off {0 
much from the preſent content, That 
providenee that brings in the day, 
thall alſo bring new events, to 
comfort us, under all the evils of 
itz let not the preſent have the 
2 charge 


charge and burthen of the future 
alſo; z; make your troubles as (mall, 
as ſhertas may be : every dayes 
incombrance is pain enough. for all 
our” patiefice, care enough for all 
our' prudence, labour enough . for 
all:our diligence : ſufficient to the 
ip : the evil thereof. 

y then by 1mpattence and 
US fore-thoughts , fruitlefs 
griefs for paſt, preſent , and pro- 
jecting future evils,' do we anti- 
cipate, increaſe,and lengthen them © 
lividg in-miſery now , "for fear: we 
ſhould hereafter : ' ſpending the 
nicht allowed for -reſt , with irk- 
ſome 'apprehenfions - of the next 
days-task , worſe then the task 
and burthen | it felf 2 why are we 
ſo cruel to our ſelves, ſo ungrate- 
fat 'to- God, that every ſug opeſtion 
of & poffible danger or miſcariage 
ſhall Rob Him , arid: our ſelves 
00 2 ſhall create more Trouble, 

G 2 then 
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then all our --preſent comforts, 
peace and thankfulneſs ? a:Clond 
no, biggar then a Mans hand; ſhall 
darken the whole face of Heaven 
it ſelf ; hinder the light . of : rea- 
ſon, the proſpe& of faith, the ſight 
of Godand all his mercies , while 
we live at ſuch a 'rate, where 1s 
our reaſon, quietly to enjoy, the 
preſent good , while we | diſquiet 
our ſelves about thoſe evils that 
are-not, or may never be, or-turn 
to our great advantage ® where is 
that faith that ſhould ſupport us 
under the very - greateſt preflures, 
while we diſtruſt God in our pre- 
{ent eaſe, and » plenty ? where. is 
our Joy, and thankfulneſs to. Him 
for all his favours through our 
whole lives, while - our impatient 
hopes the groundleſs fears and jea- 


louftes of our own fancies, extin- 
_ guiſh the ſenſe ' of his goodneſs, 


and 'make us as #aworthy to Him, 
Þ TR as 


hh 
* oa 


as - burthenſome to our ſelves, we 
can no. way 10 honenr God, ſo eaſe 
ov ſelves, as to commit all unto 
Him, mind our duty, without im- 
ploying our thoughts about events, 
how eafie then, how comfortable 
would our lives be 2 ſo lives the 
Child in his Fathers houſe , fo 
ſleeps .the Infant in ir's Mothers 
arms, ſo lives the Saints and An- 
gels of God ; this 1s the life thar 
is livd-. in Heaven, . without care , 
diſtruſt , anxiety, .under this aſſu- 
rance, that God will be the fame 
to all Eternity , which He is at 
preſent to them, In 


G3 Regu- 
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_  pinions. © 
go uneaſie.and: unquieta thing' 1s 
Man not raifed above this un- 
conſtant State; thar-he ſuffers: as 
many ſervitudes as the World hath 
changes, Every alteration abroad, 
makes another at Home; a. Tyde 
of {welling or finking affections 
within at every Ebb- A Flow of 
things without, .. The mind is in 


ſuch perpetual agitation. . fill. e- 


ſcaped out of the whitle, and: cir- 
cuit.of the Allurements and af- 


frightments of this World, that He 


finds no peaceable corner in it, 
Whileſt He that lives above it, looks 
down upon it in all its olory, with 
tryumph and contempt , and with 
the foot of (corn, ſpurns it into in- 
confideribleneſs.; ſtands upright 


in the midſt of ruines ; endures tor- 
' ments with greater courage, then 


pet 
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perſecuters threaten or execute 
them ;, . loſes all earthly enjoy- 
ments with more cheerfulneſs then 
others enjoy them ; neither deſires 
nor fears changes s is the ſame 
whatſoever happens in his fortunes 
or affairs : his mind and eſtate, -or * 
matches; hath learned to bear all 
injuries, diſappointments , diffici- 
encies, with an equal mind, 9«z 
deſfiderium ſuum clauſit , cum Fove - 
de felicitate contendit, He is wiſe 
exough who knows himſelf, great 
enough who maſters "himſelf, rich 
enough who enjoyes himſelf ;_ 
hath pleaſure enough who pleaſes 
himſelf, happy enough who lives 
well. - Tis almoſt impoſſible He 
ſhould be oppreſt with forrow,who 
ſeryes God for Gods ſake, 

He hath moſt, not that ſtrives 
to add to his Eſtate, or Repurari- 
on, but to ſubſtra&t from his de- 
fires. Tis more eligible to be 
| G 4 with- 
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without them, then to: need them, Ii 


"An Jnfallible "—=—y 


He is the greateſ# Monarch that 
hath little, and 1s ſatisfied . not 
that thinks he hath not ' what he 
ſhould ; what others have, what he 
might have, or, that orieves there 
is no more to have. "He that's al- 
ways Craving, 1s never Contented, 
If we would ſpare to deſire, we 
might ſpare to have, There are 
few men fo. miſerable that may not 
find ſatisfaction in themſelves and 
their Condition , becauſe it is in 
every mans power to terminate his 
Deſires, whilſt by ther diſorders 


ac 


we are induc'd to value more all: 


future trouble or Evil, than a pre- 
{ent repoſe or good. He is 'not 
Happy who hath all he deſires, but 
who defires not what he hath not. 
Were there no other World, | 
would not be greedy aftec the great 
things of this, when *tis. far more 
eaſie tO want them, Here would 


| 


-_ toContentment, 

I indulge' my ſelf the ſenſuality of 
a contented mind; the Luxury of 
an Ataxaxie, of an Indifterency as 
to all theſe things ; of being qui- 
et and untroubled by not having 
them 3 free from the hurry and 
diſorder of them, He that hath 
once a competency, -hath all the 
Contentment that is to be found 
in Temporal things 5 and experi- 
ence will tell him, after a ſuffici- 
ency once attain'd, Contentment 
will increaſe no more, though riches 
increaſe never ſo much, He can 
have no Enemy, who will be a 
Friend to all ; nothing is able to 
croſs him, who is diſpoſed to take 
every thing well. pe ReY. 
| Nothing is enough to fatisfie 
Luſt, a little to ſuffice Nature, all 
the reſt is but matter of 0p3niop. 


We pick our own ſorrows out of 


others joys; Compariſon more than 
Realicy, makes us happy or miſe- 
- Cs rable, 


j 


ak, 
v {4 ; 4 q os of Ji; 7 
PO COUNT 1001 9 We" OS 
y oY Oe > #, 
, WAR + 
"EI 
«4 fox 
: $3 q 
L P 
\ 
” * 
- 
Fl 
" 
. 
\ . 


j . BS 25s ng .” 
RR TONETI, .Ie Mo 
» LE GE CIES EF hk ns bt vs ; ” 
- 


_ n 3s yi AY * Vs OO. - 
—_— % x, 5% 4 ” ” go. 
0 5 We, wh 


ct ene Oe OR 24 WT 
Era ne i Son 


| /-9© An Infallible 
6 -- rable. Many never foynd them+ anc 


ay 


ſelves in want, till diſcovered the 
abundanceof others. Not neceflity, 
bur Ambition, and ſuperfluity ſers 
mens hearts upon the wrack, Had 
I all the world, I could enjoy no 
more than to Cloath and Feed mez 
the reſt could pleaſe me no other- 
wiſe then by looking on, and I 
can thus ſollace my ſelf while it 
is anothers 5 with the ſame mind 


behold their Riches and my own 


Poverty, and make as great a be- 
nefit of that , as they of their In- 
creaſe : Whilſt I-am free from 
theſe Black, Phantaſms of Cares 
and Fears which leap on Down- 
Pillows, and paſs through ſplendid 
Pallaces, to find out thoſe pom- 
poas lives which have uſually but 
the Bark of Happineſs. They that 
ſeem to live ſo Happy, do not 
ſeem {ſo 'to -themſelves, but by 


Times and Turns, have their griefs 


and 


and difcontentss We find not 
Miſeries ſo: uneafte as we make. 
them; while we not-only endure 
the whole Afﬀfi&ion. that troubles 
us, but encreaſe it by Repi-. 
ning at the envied Condition of q- 
thersz fancying we are more un- 
happy than ' we ſhould be, were 
we allowed to exchange that which 
troubles us, for any thing which 
doth not, Many of thoſe we 
Envy, as thinking them far. leſs 
ſufferers than our ſelves, look with 
Envious eyes on us, and do bue 
diſemble - their grievances more 
handſomly than we, not find them 
more eafie than ours ', every one 
is as miſerable, or as happy as he 
eſteems himſelf, . If we have not 
what we would, *tis but (at worſt) 
being "contented with what we 
have; a ſure means of diſcharg- 
ing that Anxiety of mind, in re- 
ſpe& of our Condition ,* or other 
Mecnss 
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mens. . If I poſſeſs not ſo great 
an Eſtate -as many do , ſome of 
them perhaps (notwithſtanding their 
abundance). enjoy leſs than I 5 asf], 
well -as there: are more who haveſſ; 
not 'fo: much as either. Weſſ 
would willingly exchange Fortunes 
with many, bat perhaps..not by a-J| 
ny one of thoſe men ; on any Ac-Jp 
- count. We judge. of our own dif-ſſ , 
contents, but: know not how farſſ ;e 
they are exceeded in the ſame 
kind in others, Were every mans p 
troubles publickly known, few but] , 
would bear their own burdens, ra-ſſ , 
ther than other mens, As ou «, 
preſent Content is in the . powerſ 
of our Reſolutions, ſo we have asf j 
much command of the future 3 and} , 
ies but ſuppoſing the worſt that 
we apprehend, -or can happen toff « 
b 
y 
Y 


us, already come to paſs. He 
ealily bears adverſe Fortune, who 
always expects it, Foreſee the 
t RET worlt 
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worſt Accidents, and all things 
will fall out- proſperouſly, © He 


that thus prepares himſelf, needs 


not fear his: Tranquility of ' mind, 
ſince he reſolves td give' it him» 

That which troubles, or gives 
us Reſt, is/ in our ſelves: if we 
be not quiet. there, every thing 
without will make us miferable g 
if we be, nothing-can. -- - If we be 
fick, and are afftraid i to 'dye 5 in 
pain, and have no patience 3 ſcorn'd, 
and are proud'; impovetiſht, and 
are covetous, nothing can' help' us 
from being unhappy : - But if we 
fear not death ſo much as an ill 
life , think impatience and-' mur- 
muring a worſe diſeaſe than the 
Gout or Stone z Pride the high- 
eſt diſgrace ;, Coverouſneſs the 
baſeſt Beggery, the | greateſt” Po- 
verty : If we: die not--unyilling, 
when we muſt die ſooner than we 


would 
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' An Jufallible way 
would 5 loſe not our patience 
with our health ; nor our' conſtan 
cy and chearfulneſs with aur eſtate, 
be not our own Enemy, when we 
have no-.Friend $5 vex not our 
ſelves when others trouble us ; be 
not ſolicitous for to morrow too; 
if we be Ill to day, we can feel 
'no harme by death ,. or ſickneſs, 
or ſcorne,: or want. + 

Keep. all well whiz, that no 
diſorder put: that out of order, and 
we are well, No man can make 
another a Slave , thathath not firſt 
Inſlav'd himſelf. Be not Inthrald 
to. Honour , or Diſgrace, Pleaſure, | 
or Paine, Hope, or: Fear, Life, or 
Death, and thouart free, Nothing 
can overcome Him that is not firſt 
overcome by his own Imaginati- 
ons and Paſſions, falſe Opinions, 
unreaſonable deſires, fond affe&i- 
ons, ungrounded expectations: A 
proud man hath no God; an un- 
| peace- 
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« [peaceable man , hath no Neigh= 


bour ; a diftruſtful man hath no 
WFriend; adiſcontented man hath nog 
himſelf. Thoſe burdens that break 
a froward mans back, will not fo 
much as break a ſilent mans ſleep, 

I have . ſomewhat of the be 
things, 1 will with thankfalneſs en- 
joy. them . and having Food and 
Rayment, take the reſt as an 0+ 
fver-plas, or want them with cons 


re Poor, NOC tO be deſtitute of Rela- 
-& (00S; not. to ſuffer Sickneſs or Re- 


pa proaches ;. other things are the 


matter of my choice, which no man, 


5 no Accident can forbid, or deprive 
ng me of, What ſhould I fear, or 


7; (e vexed at , who may always be 
\« [>< miſerable unleſs Þ will 2 What 
? cauſe have I to be diſpleaſed, who 
A [ay always pleaſe God , and my 


fer 


ad tent, I never Wuld not to be 


. what I ſhould be « who need not 


ſelf too © Men may make me ſub- | 
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fer Torments, but not do a diſho+ 
neſt action ; kill me, but not hart 
me: TI may be Poor, yet Juſt, 
and content : Ill ſpoken of, but 
Rill T can do well; Preſervation 
from $ix is a greater mercy than 
Exemption from ſuffering. O 
Pain , in vain thou attempts me; 
ſo long as I can honeſtly bear 
thee, and have ſo much cauſe of 
joy for my healthful frame of Soul ; 
that He hath cur'd me of my Luſt 
and Avarice, Pride arid Paſſion, 
Envy and Revenge , which diſor- 
der moſt mens minds, and are 
more formidable , pernitious Evils 
than thoſe that diſtemper their bo- 
dies and thruſt them into Hoſpi- 
tals How ſhould that make 
worſe , which makes not wy ſelfe 
worſe ? "Tis not in my power to 
be handſome, or witty , always 
rich, or in health; bur it is to be 
good and virtuous 5 to' have 2 

| | health: 
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healthful, beautifal Soul; to be 
rich in good works 3 .to turn Sick- 
neſs and Poverty into Health and 
Riches; to make a bad Caſe good, 
and advantage by Loſles; 

. Danger 1s better than Safety ; 
a Storm, thari a perpetual Calme, 
if before our fears we Were the 
worlds, but after them, Gods; 
Who is a loſer ? that parts with 
his Friend, and gets God for his 


Father 2 Loſes a boſome Com- 


panion, and dwells ever after in the 
Armes of God ; and 1s inflamed 


with a greater Love of Heavenly 


things 2 If he withdraw ſome tem- 
poral Enjoyments , he will leſſen 
my deſires, or give in the more of 
Himſelf, He can croude a great 
deal of Comfort into a little' of the 


Creature : Where the Poſſeflions  - 


are lower, He can heighten the 


fruition, or himſelf be inſtead of. 


them; therefore hath taken y 66 
_ H hint 


him the names of all other Cons 
forts, to Intimate, that he is able 
co ſtand for all they fignifig or are 
worth., our Portion., Inheritance , 
Habitation, high Tower, ' Sheild, 
Shaddow\, Strength , Deliverer , 
Friend , Father, Husband, e#c. 
whatſoever benefit or helpfulneſs 
we meet with in them, is to be 
found in a more excellent manner 
in him. We have Reaſon to 
thank the World, if it love us not 
if it make us place our Comforts 
and Content in God , and a pure 
Conſcience, 'Fhey are #nkind, 
whom we have oblidged; but we 
Repent not if we have done ſuch 
ungrateful perſons good, and here- 
. after place our Hopes and Ex- 
pectations above. *Tis they that 
injure me, not I that ought to be 


-Zroubled, except for their fin, not 


my own ſuffering. Let us not, 


when there is no fault inthe Canſe, 


make 


make 'one in the Calamity, firice . 
we ought rather to render double 
 Upraiſe for our Af;&#ion, and for our. 
 [ynnocency : when we are puniſhed 
for our Crimes, we ought to haye 
, BPatiexce, and when we ſuffer 1»- 
 oocently, we may well add oladveſs 
ſto it, Whatſoever is not pleaſant 
: | may be uſeful ; ſo oughtto be ac- 
-- SR. 
When I am unloaden of my 
; | Luggage, I am lighter for my 
; | Fourney; that calls me away to my 
ſerve Riches, where my heart is al- 
ready, Earth is nor the place 
where I am to expe@ glory ct 
 oreatheſs, I ſhall have enough 4- 
. { hoves and here too, ſol can keep 
| within my ſelf, and look upon 0- 
(ther things with an indifferent eyes 
A Travelley reckons of Storms 
[and Rain, ill way, foul weather, 
| hard entertainment, homely faire, 
| ſtrange uſage 3 is content with any 
. H 2 thing 
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morn; ſeeks not for Honours, ot 


- have Houſes, as Foxes have Holes, 


a Priſon to a Palace 2 a barren Wil- 


- forthe joy ſet before us © The days 


thing, makes ſhift ' with-every In- 
convenience ,. minds not others ſay- 
ings, doings, or poſſeſſions, as he 
paſſes on ; ſome are chiding,, others 
danceing, others plowing , othexs 
building, &c. whilſt he's nor atlea- 
ſure to. think: of any thing but his 
Dear Country : ſets not.his Heart. on! 
his Inn which he muſt leave-next 


ISD, 


offices in it 3 all his care is, how he 
may pals ſafe, and well, and quietly ; 
He hath enough at Home, Here we 


and Birds of the Air have Neſts to 
be chaſed and driven from them at 
pleaſure 5 no continuing City, but 
we ſeek one to come : And who 
would not contentedly go through 


derneſs toa Land of Promiſe « En- | 
dure the Croſs, 8 diſpiſe the ſhame 


of mourning will be ere long over : 
os This 


to Contentment, 
This is but a ſtep of Ill way. A 


pleaſant Journey is dearly bonght 
Gs 4c loſs of Home, _ 


ak. _ _ 
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"The Exumph E Chriſt. 


JOnlidering our greatExemplay of 
4 Suffering and Patience ; how 


can we'be 1mpatient Sufferers ? who 


can be troubled at Want, that W ot- 

ſhip a God: willing to live and die in 
ſorrow his Mother not rich enongh 
to bring a Lamb for an Offering,” A 
few Barly Loaves and get Pro- 
viſion for his Traine 2 or value 
Eſteem when He was fo A: 
ed, traduced, envied, followed with 
Reproaches, betrayed by his own 
Servants, put to Death by his Coun- 
try-men ; his Tribute paid by a Fiſh; 

his Triumph Solemnized by ano- 
thers. Aﬀes. Colt 3 Born among 
Beaſts . lived, if 'not upon Alms ; X 


\ 


H3 among 


101 
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among Publicans z; dyed among 
Thieves : His Birth without a Cra- 
dle; His Burial withouta Rag, or 
Grave of his own ; and the price of 
1s Blood buyes a Burial-place for 
Strangers. What lower degree of 
Poverty, than to take his beginning 


10 a Stable ? to. make his-End on 2 


Dynghill *  noyſome and ignomini. 
ousthough che Carkaſles and offen- 
ces of the Executed; where he offer: 
ed a Sacrifice of {weer ſmelling fa- 
your unto God, and purchaſed glory 
unto. men; 

Why would'ſt hoy not, whoſe is 
the Earth, and the fulneſs thereof, 
raiſe to thy ſelf a Palace compiled 


of thoſe pretious ſtones which lys 


hid in the cloſe Coffer of that thy in- 
feriour Treaſury £ and.command all 
the Potentares of the Earth to attend 
the Train with the glorious Retinue 
of bleſſed Angels ? Why did not 
thy ſtately Followers glitter in their 


ſhiningÞ 


0 ent, 

ſhining Liveries 2 . and the quin- 
teſſence of all this worlds delicafies 
appear to furniſhthy Taþle*?- Since 
thou wouldeſt come down to our 
Earth, why would 'ſt thou not enjoy 
the beſt entertainment ir could pive 
thee , but from the ſupereminent 
height of glory , ſtoop to Abaſe thy 
ſelfto the ſufferance of the extream- 
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eſt Indignitiesz and fink thy (elf ro 


the bottome of Abjetednels, to ex- 
alt our Condition to the contrary 
extream 2 How ſhould we learn both 
to want and abound from thee, when 
abounding with the Glory: 8 Riclies 
of Heaven, would'ſt wanc a Lodging 
in the firſt welcome to the World £ 
How can it deject us to be Rejected 
of the world, which is none of ours, 


when thoz came to thy.own, and thy 
own Received Thee not 2. what 
wonder for thy Servants to walk a- 
bour in Sheep-skins, and Goar-skins, 
deſtitute, afflicted, tormented , when 

ee their 


- *L 


” 194 An Fniallibleway 
their Lord is. denyed Harbour, or 
ſafety. for his Life * Why would'ſt 
thou be thus homely, bur that by n 
contemning worldly glory , thou Þ| f, 
mighteſt teach us to do ſo; and ſan- iſ c 
Aitie Poverty untothem whom thou | y 
4 calleſt unto want © That ſince Thou; Þ 7 
| who had the choice of all Earthly Db 
Conditions, would'ſt be Boyz Poor, 
and Live diſpiſed, thoſe which muſt 
want out of neceflity, might not 
think their Poverty grievous 2 none 
will have cauſe to complain of his 
courſe Robes, hard Bed, thin Table 
and Attendance, that calls ro mind 
how it was' with the great King. 
Thoſe Idols of -the worlds eſteem, 
(Riches and Honour) are ſo far from 
making us truly happy; that they are 
not of themſelyes elligible in the 
number of good things. No man 
15 to be aſhamed of, or diſquieted 
with Innocent Poverty, of which our 
Lord made EleRtion; or worthy. to 
5 pd be 
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be 'bis Member | "tac ſuffered ſo. 
much for other mens fins , who can- 

not endure ſo little AfMi&tion, if not 

for his ſake, yet for his own. Deli- 

cate, tender, Members are undecent, 
unbecoming a Head ſtuck full of 
Thorns. Our heavieſt Crofles are 
but Chips or Shaylngs to His. 

.If my Head but Ache, I lay it 
down on a ſoft Pillow to eaſe my 
pain, and lefſen my grief ; whilſt 
thou haſt no Death-bed, but a Creſs ; 
or Boulſter,but of T borns whereon to 
lay thy weak and wearied Head; no 
Cloaths to cover or ſhelter thee from 
the ſtormy cold. When I am Sick, 
my Friends about me beſtir them- 
ſelves to eaſe my Diſeaſed body, 
and revive my fainting Spirits with 
Cordials and Comfortable words g 
while the only ſuccour thoſe about 
theeafford.are bitter Scoffs,8& Wine 
mingled with Gall at thy hour of 
Death, How may my Face be 

Ween _ cot 
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confounded with: ſhame; which am 
ſo way-ward and impatient to ſuffer 
2 light Afiction for, or from thee, 
who endured ſuch extream unpirtied 


corments for me. 


Here Thou healed all that came 
unto Thee; and far be it from me, 
£0 think thy glory hath abated of 
_ thy power, of thy mercy 3 that the 
Head is leſs pittiful on the Throze, 


than on the Foot-floole. 


In all ,our 


_ AfﬀMicions thou art Afited, Still 
and ever thou art our aſſured, faith- 
ful, all-ſufficienc Phyſitian, and 
healeſt all chat come unto. Thee. 
Oh could we have our conſtant 
recourſe unto thee in our mala- 
dies! 'tis as impoſſible we ſhould 


want h 


, as thou power and w2rcy. 


1 
No Dilccſe ſhall ever thruſt any of 
thy Patients in the Grave, till thou 


turn the Key, and open it. 


Give 


me but as much ' comfort in this 
my forrow, as thou giyeſt me ſe 


CUrity, 


rity; and at my worſt, I ſhalldo 


well. 

| Now is. the time of my great 
Providence and Patience, Forti- 
tude and Courage ; to bring forth 
that ſtore. I have been ſo long ga- 
thering ; to practice that Chriſtia- 
nity 7; ih {o pleaſantly, ſopeace- 
ably poſſeſſed. O, let my temper 
ul moderation appear in this difhi- 
culty : Let the world ſee the fruic 
of my Religion; that I can wiſely 


digeſt my own deſires , as well ad- 


viſe my ſelf as others. *Tis a ſcan- 
dal to Religion to afflidt our ſelves 
with great and heavy ſadneſs, 
whilſt patient ſufferings are high- 
ly inſtructive ro our Brethren. 
Where is the Conſolation of holy 


Scripture ? where is the fruit of 


Preaching.? where is the {weetneſs 
of Prayer ? where is the Counſel 
of Wiſe men ? where is the re- 
ſult of experience 2. where is the 

_ EXLE- 
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exerciſe. of Faith, and Love, and 
Patience ? where are my good 
thoughts \, ' purpoſes ,' and reſolu- 
tions, ſe well taken'in the timeof 
my Proſperity , to be an example 
of courage to the 'reſt- of man- 
kind 2 -where is that huge Cloud 
of Witneſſes, of ſo 'many patient 
ones , whoſe conſtancy I have ſo 
often” admired 2 Eſpecially - my 
Lord arid Saviour , the moſt glo- 
rious"CharaQot of Patience and 
Submiſhon, . Freedom, and Conr- 
refie, Candor and [ngenuity, Low- 
lineſs iand Humility, Gentleneſs 
and Meekneſs, Charity and Com- 
paſſion , Kindneſs and Aftability;, 

Mildneſs and Forgivenels,' Truf 
and Confidence, -An Abiſs of 
Love, of. Mercy, of Dolor, of 
Ignominy , of Blood, of. Loath- 
ing, of Exceſs, of Adiniration, 
of Amazement , which ſwelleth all 
T FI00gRS'y dryeth up all Tears, 
ſtoppeth 
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ſtoppeth all Mouths , | 
Pains, drencheth all Conceptions. 
Who can , now complain he doth, 
or ſuffers too much?or is treated with 
leſs tenderneſs then he deferves? All 
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£1 endure,is nothing to what I ſhould, 


and thou did'ſt for me , O Savi- 
our, the Contemplation and Ap- 
plication of thy ſufferings 15s e- 
nough to ſweeren 2 whole Sea of 
bitterneſs. I care not how unplea- 
ſane-a Portion I find here , if-the 
power and virtue of thy, pretious 


death may ſeaſon 18 tQ:”. my. 
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CONCLUSION: 


; Nd zow me-thinks, Amid ff 
A theſe thonghts, it is no un- 
| eaſie thing in all Eſtates to 
be content ; and not fo 
much to ſ#fer , as receive all that 
happens , as if I would not have 
It fall out otherwiſe, Me-thinks 
I could now extract gain, out of 
fofles., and ſtand upon the Ruins 
of them , ſaying , 1 have loſt no-ſſc 
_ thing , make dammage 1t ſelf give 
Intereſt; for what ever it takes 
from me : the croſleſt adyantages 
coMm- 
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comply with and ſerve my main 
concern ; and my very Enemies 
Tributary to my welfare. 


Oh, hw unconcern'd might 'T 
paſs through the Allurements and 


TAfﬀrighrments of this wy J 
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moleſting, tumultuons,-buſte wor 
but for my baſe diſtruſtfut- evil 
heart of unbelief in departing 

the Living God, who. by his own 
Communication can make a 
Rich Amends for the loſs of a» 
fiay Temporal Concernments ; and 
deliver us from the want of them, * 
even . while they are wanting, 
$7hat will not fail ro give Patience, 
if not Peace; Contentment, If not 


of BRiches ; Submiſſion to His Will, if 


ns 


ot the fulfilling of our own : and 

tis altnoſt all one, never to bein_ 
ant , and never t0 be without 
ontentment, = ; 
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. Was my Treaſure 'in Heaven, 
and my heart fixed there upon the |! 
Center of my Bliſs and Happi: fu 
neſs, how unmoyed would the 
Rumors of Wars , and Yevatari 
ons find and leave'me « which In- 
vade and Apitate mens breafts , 
and ſo diſturb their moſt pleaſanr | 
compoſed houres : I ſhould ler F 
Hjm alone to Rule the world that 
|  _ made it; to take care of me and 
I mine, who" hath ingaged it, who 
: cannot do otherwiſe ; whoſe caref 
and providence watches over me; 
whole eye, and.ear, and armes 
. are open to. me , whoſe bowelsff 
yearn, for me; whoſe blood pur-| 
chaſed me ; whoſe Eternal Bleſſed- 
neſs awaits me. Tn 
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Had: I Conquered my Inclina- 
nations to [the things below, and 
raiſed my mind above their-Crofles 
and Contents, how confidently,ſ 
nQ- 


andantedly might 1 marck among 
them, dreadleſs, unſhaken, uncon- 
fuſed-, diſpiſing all That which is 
the ſtrife, and vexation, toyle and 
Iraine of man-kind, _ of 


| Were I but once Arrived at a 
ſfſence in , Reſignation , ready 
ompliance to infinite Wiſdom , 
Power, and Goodneſs, and feared 
loing inſtead of ſuffering Evil ; 
how Serean ? how full of Tran- 
, quility ſhould IT be amid'ſt the 
«Changes, Commotions, Tumults; 
;nd Conyultions of this ſtormy 
- Region , this. uncertain ſtate. £ 
1. [ſhough my lot fell:in that Age 
Shat ſtands next the Worlds laſt 
Kalenture, when the whole frame 
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af Nature ſhall be. in an Agony 


\{od Burning fits. 
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rue Indifferency of mind, Acqui-_ 


Y> Did my Faith give me 4a con- 
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ſtant lively -view of tlioſe.. Re: 


wards of Virtue God  hath.:pro-ſ 


miſed, and His Followers are no 
bleſſed in 5 how ſecure thotild | 


fit from the blaſts.of Fortune in:that p 


lace of uninterrupted perfect To 

one look down. with —_ 
ſcorn , . artd indignation. upon: thi 
lictle, Mole-hill of buſie. Ants, a 
Fools ahd Mad-men, . though : 
the World confipir'd to: make- mt 
miſerable  _ 51539104 0 


Oh} could.I but. be; taken uy 
more with the Love of God had 

- an abſolute Empire over my: Pa 
Pons, did I rightly. imbrace thi 


Reconciliation wrought: with hinfſ 


through. Jeſas Chriſt, and mai 
tain'd that Faith by good: works 
(wichour which Food, is: piri&s 4 
way, and falls into: a ſhaking Pal 
fie ) were I always careful ot 
pleafing hiav and : ny own Coaſci 
4:57 . Ence 
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W caviſh'd with that Love; had Tbur 


and thoſe filial Aﬀections to my | 
Heavenly Father , could I bar 


{ miſerable Tyrants of this world, 


ences might I ,but ſee, and feel 
che lovelineſs of my dear Redee- 
mer till my heart was filled, and 


more of che Spirit of Adoption, 


breach and pant more earneſtly af- 
ter Him, and maintain a conſtant 
Correſpondence and Communion 
with him 3 how little ſhould I va- 
lue, how .eaſtly. could I ſpare thoſe 
trifles the pur-blind world admire ? « 
How careleſs ſhould 1 be, who had 
the Pleaſures, Honours, Riches of 
it 2 how far ſhould I be from envy- 


ing'of them © 1 would pitty the 


EC 


as Slaves, and worſe than Beggars, L 
that taſt of that Kingdom -of Love "nn 
and Pleaſure, which dwells in a ? 
true Believers breaſt 5 1 would 
bear the Joſs of other things with 
the ſame frame of Spirit I enjoys 0, 
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.them; Refuſe to part with no en-| : 
joyment to ſecure this,* and follow|| O 
all the pomp and pleaſure of the] th 
'World to the Grave, without a fad B: 
Heart, ora ſorrowful Countenance, || he 
I would fit down Contentedly in a | fi 
ſence of my Father's Love, though | p: 
I had nothing elſe.; yea, reckon I | D 
*had all, if I wanted not this: Reſt || c; 
ſatisfied if I have bur a Father in |'T 
Heaven, though I have never a|o 
Friend upon Earth 5 Shew as the || 1c 
» Father, andit ſufficeth us, Death ir | { 
ſelf ſhould not diſmay me , . but be | 
welcomed with joy and gladneſs, as 
an Auxillary ſent from God, to 
give me the Day & Tryumph over all 
my Conflicts , to free me from the 
Troubles and Conflicts of a wretch- 
ed Life. That takes off all our. 
Burdens, ſtrikes the {weat off our 
Brow, calls us for ever off our war- 
fare, ſounds rhe joyful Retteat from 
all our Conflicts, frees the Captiye 
| oe _ with- 
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without Ranſome , diſmiſſes the. 
Oppreſſed without the conſent of 
the Oppreſlor , brings home the 
Baniſhed in ſpite of the Baniſher , 
heals the Sick without pain of Phy- 
fick.mends all marred Fortunes, re- 
pays all Dammages, makes even all 
Diſorders and Inequalities, neceſſi- 
rates us to be no more miſerable. 


The duſt of the Grave will dry up 


our Tears, bury all our cares in fi- 
lence and oblivion we ſhall have a 
ſecure Repoſe in that bed of Reſt, 
and nevet be put to the hazard of a 
Battle more, His everlaſting Arms 
ſtand open to Receive and Crown us 
(as ſoon as the Fight is over) in thar 
quiet Region, where all evilis ſe- 
parated from us, no Enemy to ap- 


" fipear - cray us, no diſcompoſure, in- 


terruption, or end of perfe& Tran- 
quility and Happineſs, where are 
Manſions made ready for us, that 


peall Eſcurial's, Louver's,the ſtatelieſt 


proudeſt 
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. proudeſt Structures ,"butbeteer mo 
_ dell'd Dvyp-hills, leſſening into in 

Con Gdenblopeſs, undecernableneſs 
where- Patient, chearful enduring 
Hardfhip in our warfare is Recorded 
reckon'd among our Faithful Ser 
vices, light Afﬀigions for a mo 


ment, Rewarded, with afar _ 


ceeding and-eternal weight of glq 
IV 5 Where we ſhall put off our Hel 
met, and put on our Crown; ex 
change the whole Armour of God 
for Robes and Diadems, Septers anc 
Palmes : Enfigns of Kings'and Con 
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